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reached at the 
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| Spirit of God + For they ave Fooliſh 
be know them, & 
John 1. 18. No Man hath ſeen God at any Time ; the only 
Sen, which it in the Boſom of the Father, he bath declared bim. 
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En Eſfay to ſhew the utter Vanity and Inſu- 
flciency of Human Reaſon and Philoſophys- 
and the abſolute Sufficiency of the plain 3 
and faithful Pxxacuic of CHRIS 1, "= 
| to recover Men from their great and uni- 
| verſal Guilt, Corruption. and Miſery ;. and be 1 
to bring them to com plete Holineſs and 4 
: Happineſs: | LS . 
| ln Oppoſition eo Wodetn Jufdels : 1 
1 Cor. 2. 14. The naturat Mas macoiveth wot the Things if ths 
eſs unto bim; 3 _ 
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T Had not the remoteft Intention to pu 
this Diſcourſe, either when I compoſed 
or delivered it; and to know what Ma- 
|, tives have induc d me to it now, is of little 
Importance to any Who may read it: If what 
T bave ſaid can't engage the(ffention of Rea- 
ders, and juſtify the Publication, nothin elſe. 
T have to alledge will. The, Nature of. this 
Performance would ſcarce admit of more- 
than ſhort Hints; and, if theſe ſhould ferve. 
uo ther Purpoſe but to excite others, who. are. 
better qualified, and equally obliged, to exerb. 
their Abilities in the common. Cauſe of Chri- 
ftianity, I have. obtain d a conſiderable End. 
As Lam far from thinking a. Man need re- 
nounce his Reaſon to maintain his Religion, 
- Chriſtians can afford to give good Reaſon for. 
theFaith and Hope that is in them; ſo Fnevet® 
would diſſfwade any One, leaſt of. all: the. Mi. 
nifters of Religion, who ſhould ſo well: knows. 
the Value of it, from uſing that noble Talept. 
But then, whether it may not be reaſonable. 
to uſe it with, ſome Deference to ſuperior Rea- 
ſon, to confine it within its due Bounds, an 
to exert it upon its proper Objects, no.Chrifti>. 
an, no reaſonable. Man ſhould: diſpute. 
As there, are three Prigciples, by which. 
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iv "PREFACE. 
Faith; /o theſe have their different Object o, 
ewhich muſt not be confounded. - Senſe is con- 
in d to Things material, and muſt be an in- 
competent Fudge of Things about which Rea; 
ſon ic only converſant ; Reaſon conſiders Things 
abſtracted from Matter; but ſupernatural 
Things, which derive from Revelation, are 
Purely the Objects of Faith, and are not ro 
be reduc'd to that Standard. Where are the 
Men who can tell what or how far it is Proper 
for God to reveal? May it not conſiſi with, 
all due Deference to the greateſt Human Un- 
derſtandings, to ſuppoſe them inevitably igno- 
rant of many Things, that are not ſuited to 
their Faculties, or ly out of their Reach? 
That many Dottrines, contain d in the holy 
Scriprures, . are remote from the Reaſon of 
Mankind, will not be denied; but it by no 
means follows from thence, that they are not 
* of Divine Revelation: On the contrary, tis 
reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that a Revelation from 
God muſt contain ſomething different in Kind, 
and more excellent in Degree, than what 
could have been diſcover'd by the Reaſon of 
the moſt ſagacious Philoſopher. A Dottrine's 
Get nz unaccountable or incomprehenſible to our 
eaſon, 7s no ſure Argument to conclude it is 
not Divine; eſpecially when there are other 
wnanſwerable Proofs of its being ſo: Might 
it not become the Duty of Men, without Diſ- 
bonour to their: Reaſon, if not to think with 
| ; . Rever 
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Fe * 
Reverence of tbe moſt myſterious Chriſtian 
Doctrines, at leaſt to judge and ſpeak more 
modeſtly: and warily, than with a confident 
Air pronounce them abſurd, and repugnant to 
the Reaſon of Mankind, when by Realon they 
oan only mean the Senſe of their own Party? 
And, tho nothing dark, incomprehentible or 
_ myſterious is the Ground or Motive, the Prin- 
ciple or Foundation, the Proof or Reaſon of 
our Faith ; yet it may be the Obje& of it. For © 
if, by clear and ſure Principles, we are ras ö 
zionally led to believe Doctrines leſs clear and 
level to our Faculties ; we muſt not rejett ſuch 
Doitrines becauſe they are myſterious to con- 
ceive, or difficult to account for; nor would 
it be reaſonable ſo to do. Were all theſe Phœ- 
nomena rejected, which we, thro norance 
of the Principles, Laws and Syftem of Na- 
ture, cannot explain; we ſhould indeed make 
| Diſcoveries, but it ou d be only of our own 
Ignorance and Preſumption. 
Afier all, whatever may be ſaid for Rea- 
ſon, 'tis plain the Scepticks and Infidels of 
#his Age are not to be cured by it. Had Men 
reaſoned themſelves into wrong Opinions, one 
might hope to reaſon them out of them: But 
this is not the Caſe; the growing Inhdelity of 
of the Age is an Effet of very different Cau- 
fes from Thought and Reflection. The Dark- 
* nels of the Mind, which is ſo corrupted by 
{be Fall, that it cannot behold heavenly My- 
Y ſteries 
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in their 
Hs +how A * * natural Pride of the Human Un- 
og "be god of this World blinding and Bard- 
ning the Minds of then that believe not, make Infidets 
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1 
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neg 


Debris boldly oppoſe it. Cen Rt is the Life and 001 


= gives it irs ſpecial Form as Chriſtian ; there is not one 


Chriſtian Syſtem, and all other Goſpel. truths are imme- 
diately removed. from their Baſis and Centre ; tis that 


their Eficacy 10 lead Men to Holineſs and Happineſs : 
And, if the Miniſters of Reli gion withdraw their Te- 
flimony, when 54 ruth as ir is in Jeſus challenges it, 
2 will be covered with Confuſion at the laſt Day. 
Jenorance of 6 rp Chriſtian Doctrines will not ex- 
cuſe the People, and Silence will condemm their Guides, 
«cho ſpout; 2 and defend them. 

is the Brighgneſs of the Father's Glory, 


the Light 


. - 


Godlineſs! 4 710 38 


proper Light, ſo ag to acquieſte in rb 


; the Prejudices which ariſe from ſenſual 


a 


that ani mates the w of our Religion, that which 
Line of Truth iu it evhich does not relate to him: Y 
' Strike the Perſon and Mediation of Chriſt. out of rhe. 


which gives them their Unity and Harmony, and ali 


2 pay He, who 


of the World, ſo illumi nate our dark Duderſtaudings, 
that wwe may conceive aright of the great Myltery of 


x Cor. 


KY 
a 
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8 Cc K. 1. Lei ves 27, 53: 


Greeks ak after nan, but tet 
| a Crit 3 


SS & are called by a Name of 
0 Chrift, and may, upon care- 
7 ful and rational Enquiry, be 

D. ſatisfied, that the Religion of 

3 Jeſus comes from, God : The 
; So WY:  Potrine, of it ſhines with ſo 

| — dlear an Evidence; its Precepts 


are ſo pure, able to inſpire us 

ih Abe Holineſs Re Promiſes of it are ſo divine, 
that every one who does not wilfully ſhut his Eyes, 
or turn them to other Things, may diſcern, its O- 
riginal to be from above; that it comes from the 
glorious Fountain of. Wiſdom, Holineſs and Good- 
neſs: It gives a full and Cher Account of the De- 
ravation and Miſery of the human Nature in ; 0 

Cauſes. It diſcovers the bleſſed Method d 

vine Wiſdom has pitched upon for the Recovery of 
gully; miſerable Mankind + That God ſent his own 

n into the World in our Nature, that he might 
offer u Ne himſelf an expiatory Sacrifice for the Sins 
7 elect Men, to reſtoxe t tom to his Fayour, It = 
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e 46.6 Bhat 
fore us a Rule 1 Life pure. and heavenly; 
n nothing ſuperfluous or defeftive, but compre- 
hending the entire Duty of Man. It ſets before 
us Promiſes ſo worthy of God, and ſo ſuitable” to 
the Wants and Deſires of Men, that tis infinitely 
reaſonable to aſſent to their Truth and Goodneſs : 
So that, upon the moſt impartial Enquiry and exact 
Search, Reaſon will conclude, That either there is 
no blefſed End for which Man was deſigned by his 
Maker, or the Goſpel only has revealed it, and the 
effeftual Means to attain it; and therefore it muff 
be the moſt glorious Diſpenſation, for the ſublime 
Wonders of its Do&rines, and divine Purity of its 
Precepts, and excels all other Religions in the 
Strength of its Motives, the Riches of its Promi- 
ſes, and the Sufficiency of the divine Aids atten- 
But, alas! we are generally fallen from Heaven, 
and mixed with the Duſt; our Converſations have 
nothing ſingular in Holineſs to diftinguiſh us from 
the reft of the World; the ſame corrupt Lufts 
reign in the Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, as in thoſs 
who are Strangers to God's holy Covenant. If we 
compare ourſelves with the primitive Chriſtians, 
we muſt confeſs our Unworth ineſs to be called their 
Succeſſors : Seventeen hundred Years are run out 
fince the Son of God came down to ſanctify and fave 
the World, and theſe are ſo many Degrees by which 
we are fallen from the firſt Perfection; we are more 
diftant from them in Holineſs than in Time. $0 
umverſal and great is the Corruption, that it is al- 
moſt as difficult to revive the dying Faith of Chri- 
ſtians, and to reform their Lives according to the 
Purity of their Profeſſion, as the Converſion of the 
World was from Heatheniſm to Chriſtianity. 4 
| | ume 
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Number of the Wicked and the Progreſs of Sin 
in their Lives, is ſo great as no Meaſure of Tears 
18 ſufficient to lament; and I'm afraid that one fatal 
Reaſon is, That Chrift is ſo little and ſo unskilfully 
preached. _ „„ „ „% 4 5-46 LARS - 
The Doctrines concerning Chrift Jeſus our exalted 

Redeemer, make the peculiar Glories of the Chri- 

ſtian Religion; and ſo run through the whole of it, 
that preaching Chriſt, and preaching the Goſpel, 

are, in Scripture- language, the very ſame Thing. 
Multitudes ſeem now to grow weary of this Part of 
the Goſpel; a natural Religion, or none at all, 
pleaſes them better than Faith in God by Jeſus Chriſt. 

That any Thing more 1s DRE in Religion but 
thoſe Moral Duties of Righteouſneſs and Honeſty, 
which natural Light and the common Reaſon of 
Mankind diſcover and direct to, many will not ac- 
knowledge, What is above the Level of natural 
Reaſon, is contemned as unintelligible Myfteries, 
or Enthufiaſtick Follies. The principal Myſteries 
of Chriſtianity, and the Foundation of the whole 
Chriſtian Scheme, the Doctrines of the Trinity, 
Incarnation of the Eternal Word, the Perſon, Spi- 
rit, Righteouſneſs and Grace of Chriſt, are ſuppo= 
ſed to breed all the Diſturbance in Religion; with- 
out them, the common Notions of the Divine Being 
and Goodneſs are thought ſufficient to conduct Men 
to eternal Bleſſedneſs. Theſe are the Alledgances 
of our modern Infidels, and they ſcarce merit the 
Name of new Improvements, being the often-baf- 
Hed Principles upon which the ancient Heathen 
Philoſophers did, many of them, reje& the Goſpel 
of Chriſt ; ſo. the Apoſtle aſſures us here, be 
Greeks ſeek, &c, From the 17 v. of this Chapter, 
the Apoſtle ſhews what TIE molt O99! 
A e Re 


6 10 3 
of ſaving Sinners, or recovering Men from the Mi- 
ſeries of the Fall, and it is the Preaching of the 


Soſpel of the Grace of God in Chriſt : This is the 


blefſed Means which Heaven's Wiſdom and Grace 
has contrived for that End, v. 18, 21. Chriſt cru- 
 cified, held forth in and by the Goſpel-diſpenſation, 
is the wonderful Way to Life, Righteouſneſs, Grace 
and Glory. He repreſents the Entertainment this 
Mean of Salvation met with from many; Jews and 
Gentiles conſpired in the Contempt and Rejection of 
It; The Jews require 4 Sign, and the Greeks ſeek 
after Wiſdom. By Wiſdom here muft be underſtood 
either natural Reaſon,which, as it is a Rule of judg- 
ing, is nothing elſe but a Syſtem of Principles col- 
lected from Obſervations concerning the Natures of 
Things; or philoſpphical Learning, comprehen- 
ding Skill in Arts, Sciences and Tongues, with the 
Knowledge of Things that are paſt ; or political 
Knowledge and Prudence for managing the Affairs 
of Civil Society: All theſe fall under the Name of 
Wiſdom ; and the vain Contrivance of the Greeks, 


1. e. of the moſt wiſe and learned in the Heathen 


World, to recover Mankind from that great and 


univerſal Corruption and Miſery they evidently 


groned under, was by the Improvements of hu- 
man Reaſon and Philoſophy. They deſpiſed 
the Goſpel, as a fooliſh, ill-contrived Fable, be- 
cauſe it did not proceed upon ſtrict Demonſtration 
from the Natures of Things, nor was recommen- 
ded to their Underſcandings and Attention by curi- 
rious philoſophical Reaſonings, and elegant Flou- 

riſhes of Oratory, 8 he 
This was the Wiſdom they ſonght after : Their 
Minds were ſo corrupted and darkned, that they 
_ conld not behold heayenly Myſteries in their pro- 
Per 


* — 


per Light ; ; the Pride of 3 a gifs 
dain 0 to floop to the Doctrine of a crucified Jeſus; 
they made Reaſon their ſupreme Rule, and Philoſo- 
phy their higheſt Principle, and would not See 
what they could not comprehend, What! hope 
be ſaved by One who could not ſave himſelf! 9-6, 
pet Immortality from him who was overcome by 
Death ! and believe that Perſon to be the Redeemer 
of the World, who was cut oft by ſo vile and op- 
probrious a Death! ! This was what the Pride of hu- 
man Reaſon could not reliſh ! it was all Fally and 
Inconſiſtency to Men blinded with: Self-conceit, and 
wedded to their own Prejadices, and the boaſted 
Diſcoveries of their Reaſon and Philoſophy, The 
Greeks thought it -the utmoſt Stupidity to receive 
ſuch a Doctrine, and pay Divine Honours to ſuch a 
Perſon: They were Men of Wit and Learning, 
Men who had cultivated Arts and Sciences, and had 
been for ſome Ages, in a Manner, the very Mint 
of Knowledge and Learning: There was nothing 
in the plain Doctrine of Chriſt crucified to ſuĩt their 
Taſte, or humour their Vanity; they entertain'd 
it therefore with Scorn and Contempt. 
Nov, in Oppoſition to all the vain Contrivances 
and Attempts of Men, and of the utmoſt Efforts of 
human Reaſon and Philoſophy, to recover Mankind 
from their great and univerſal Guilt, Corruption 
and Miſery, the Apoſtle here aſſerts the abſolute 
Sufficiency of this excellent Mean, this. glorious 
Way of Salvation, notwithſtanding all the Con- 
tempt caſt upon it; The Greeks ſeek after Wiſdom, but 
we preach Chriſt, This is the glorious Contrivance. 
of Jehovah, whereby he eternally deſign'd, and 
actually does manifeſt and diſplay the Glory of alt - 
his Perfections, in the e of as many as were 
| 8 2 1 
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ordained to Ferm Liſe. Let Men, blinded by the 
god of this World, laugh at the Story of a cruci- 
fied .Jeſas, and deſ viſe the Apoſtle's Way of telling 
it; let them think Men may be very good Men, and 
effectually attain Happineſs, without knowing any 


Thing of Chriſt cruciſed; let them boaſt of the 
Religion of Nature, and of Reaſon, as an univer- 
ſal, ſufficient Guide to Mankind ; this is an old De- 
lafion - . Thus God juſtly leaves unhappy Men to 
themſelves, to periſh in their Pride and Obſtinacy, 
when they pour ſuch inſolent Contempt on the Di- 
vine Wiſdom and Grace. The Greeks ſeek after 
Wiſdom, but we preach Chriſt. From which Words, 
4 ſhall,” thro? the Aid of our Lord's Grace, 

F , Shew the utter Vanity and Inſufficiency of 
human Reaſon and Philoſophy to relieve Mankind 
ſrom their great and univerſal Guilt, Corruption 
and Miſery; and to conduct chem to complete Holi- 
nels and Happineſs. 

; Secondly, Shew what it is to preach Chrift, in its 
true Scripture- -Notion . 

. (Thirdly, That the plain and faithful Preaching of 
a crucified Jeſus, is a moſt ſufficient and effectual 
Method to recover elect Sinners from the Miſeries 
of the Fall, and to bring them to complete Holineſs 
and Happineſs; a Method every Way becoming the 


Majeſty of God, and the Condition of his Crea- 


es. 25 
And, Laſtly, Make A pplication ſuitable to the 
preſent Solemnity, 


Bf General Head, which is, 10 ſhew the utter 


; e 
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duc kit to clots Holineſs and Heppineſl 


1. All the boaſted Reaſon of the human Nature, | 
and all the Philoſophy of the Heathen World, 


could not effeQtually bring home the World to 


God For, altho' Nature, in its original Purity, 
would have furniſhed: us with perfect Inſtructions, 
and muſt be ſuppoſed to have been a ſufficient Guides 
and a Principle powerful enough to preſerve Men in 
the conſtant Practice of their Duty; Yet, it is as 
poſſible to find all the Rules of Architecture in the 


Ruins of a Building, as to find full and ſufficient 


Directions for the Duty of Man in the corrupt Re- 
mains of the natural Law. The carnal Mind is in- 
ſenſible of its Infirmity, ignorant of its I zen 
and ſuffers under the wretched Extremes of bein = 
blind, and yet imagining that it is very clear ſigh 

The wiſeſt and beſt ofthe Philoſophers — the 
horrible Corruption of the human Nature, and con- 


feſſed it to be a Diſeaſe of which Reaſon knew not 


the true Cauſe, and could not find out a ſullkcient 

Remedy Saba dine 
- Reaſon eaſily difdovers that Man is ignorant al 
guilty, mortal and miſerable, tranſported with vain 
Paſſions, and- tormented with the Accuſations of a 
defiled, diſturbed Conſcience ; but it could not re- 
dreſs theſe Evils. Mankind found out by Reaſon, 
and by the Stings and Tortures of a guilty Con- 
ſcience, that there is an offended God in Heaven, 
who, from the univerſal Rectitude, Holineſs and 
Righteouſneſs of his Nature, does neceſſarily hate 
Sin; for, to ſay that God may not hate Sin, is at 
once to deftroy all the boaſted, natural, neceſſury 
and eternal Differences between Moral "Good and 
Evil: For, if God may not hate Sin, he may love 
it, he may approve of it; 3 and, if he approve cx 
then 


5 ; 
' | 


A | 


then it is not Sin; which is a plain Contradiction. 
rag if God neceſſarily hate Sin, he cannot paſs 
Sin abſolutely unpuniſhed, fince to hate Sin, is 
. pothing elſe but his infinite Averfion at it, with a 
Win of puaiſhing it proceeding therefrom ; and 
which is therefore neceſſary, becauſe required by 
It is a natural Notion of God, which Abraham 
nfs upon, Gen. 18. 35. Shall. not the Judge of all the 
Earth do righteouly ! And Mankind, by Nature, 
know that tis the judgment of God, that they who 
 commut hainous and infamous Sins, are worthy of 
Neath, Rom. 1. 3 2. but all the general Helps of 
Reaſon and Philoſophy could never diſcover ſome 
ei the moſt eminent and glorious Perfections of the 
Divine Nature. All the Reaſon of Mankind is ſwal- 
lowed up and loſt when it attempts to exerciſe it- 
ſelf directly upon that which is abſolutely immenſe, 
eternal, infinite ; when we ſay it is ſo, we know 
not what we ſay, bur only that it is not otherwiſe, 
1 we declare what we believe and adore, John 1. 
18. No Man hath ſeen God at any Time; the only Be- 
fetten Son, which is in the Boſom of the Father, he hath 
declared him. 


- 


4 
But that | which of an Ta Things was of the 
greateſt Importance for | finful Men to know, * 
Light of Attire; Reaſon and Philoſophy, leave 
Men abſolutely. and unavoidably ignorant of z eben 
the certain Method of obtaining ReconGliation with 
the offended God, Pardon of Sin, ſupernatural AG 
| ſiſtance to do his Will, with the full Aſſurance of 
” Rewards and Punifhments- in another Life. The 
Light of Nature indeed would dictate, that God S 
in his own Nature, gracious, merciful and _—_ 
ſionate; but, whether God would be gracions 
compa Monate to ſuch wretched ill-deſervimg 8 
as we are, how often he would pardon Sinners, how 
great the Offences were that might be f 
what we muſt do to obtain Pardo for . nb. 
of Sin and Wickednefs, and upon what Ground 
we might expect Pardon from God, the Light of 
Nature could never determme; for our natural Con- 
_ ception of God includes his Purity and Juſtice, thet 
will by no Means clear the Guilty.” Here, 
Nature ftops, and expetts,with impatience, the Aid 
ot ſome Divine Revelation, For all the Reafan 
and Philoſophy of Mankind can never diſcover, from 
any of God's 3 — that he is under any Ne- 
ceſſity, any Kind of Obligation, to pardon all his 
Creatures all their Sins at all Times, barely and 
immediately upon their Repentance, tho? a 
could repent of themſelves, ſinoe it is evident that 
Repentance neither merits any Thing from God, 
nor does it put Men into the fame State and Condi- 
tion as if they had never ſinned ; nor can che 
Light of Nature aſſure Men, that God will not re- 
quire ſomething further for 'the Vindication of his 
Juſtice, and the Honour of his Laws and Govern 
ment, and for expreſling more — his In- 
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mt 1 
dignation againſt Sin, before he will reſtore Meri 
to the Privileges they have forfeited: This Reaſon 
-can never aſſure Men of, ſince it is falſe in Fact. It 
is as impoſſible to read the CEconomy of Man's Re- 
demption, which depends only upon the good 
Pleaſure of God, in the Volume of the World, 
and by the Light of Nature, as for the Eye to 
diſcover a Sound, which has neither Figure, Co- 
Jour nor viſible Motion. The glorious Nature of 
God in three Perſons, which is the Foundation of 
this myſterious Mercy, is not made known by the 
witible Frame of the Univerſe : Nay, had not God 
let forth his only begotten Son to be a Propitia- 
tion for Sin, Rom. 3. 25. all the ſublimeſt Spirits 
in Heaven, and wiſeft Men on Earth, would never 
have imagined there had been any ſuch Thing 
in the Nature of God, as Love to us impure Sin- 
ners, ning Grace or Mercy: For, ſince Juſtice 
and Mercy in God, are abſolutely: and effentially 
the ſame, and he is denominated juſt from exer& 
"Jing the glorious Perfections of his Nature in a 
Way of Juſtice, and merciful from a like Exerciſe 
of them in a Way of Mercy; It is therefore ne- 
ceſſary, that every Thing contrary to the Nature 
of God, in Sin and Sinners, be taken out of the 
Way, or elſe there can be no proper Obje& for 
Mercy, and therefore no Manifeftation of it: Such 
is the Guilt of Sin unſatisfied for; and the Light 
of Nature knows nothing of an Atonement equal 
to our Guilt, a Satisſaction great as our Offences, 
every Way anſwerable to the high Demands of 
Infinite offended Juſtice. Let Men go to the Sun, 
Moon and Stars, - to Showers of Rain and fruitful 
Seaſons, and anſwer fairly and ingenuouſly what 
- _ Diſcoveries of pardoning Grace or Mercy Shay 
7.5 wal e earn 
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learn from theſe Things, let them not vainly ima? 

gine themſelves wiſer and better than all who are 
gone before them, who, to a Man, got nothing by 
them, but the miſerable Diſadvantage of being left 
inexcuſable Where now is the Wiſe? Where is 

the Scribe ? Where is the Diſputer of this World 
with all their Wiſdom ? Their Voice muſt be 
that of the Hypocrites in Zion, Iſa. 33. 14. Who 
among us ſhall dwell with the devouring Fire? Wha 
among us ſhall dwell with everlaſting Burning? 
There ariſes therefore from natural Light and 
Reaſon, no ſufficient Conſolation to Sinners, but 

an anxious and endleſs Solicitude about the Means 

of appeaſing the offended God: Hence, in ſeveral 
Countries, Men followed the Dictates of a wild 

' and uneaſy Imagination, inventing an endleſs Vari- 
.- ety of Methods to appeaſe the angry Deity. 
Witneſs the numberleſs ſuperſtitious Ways of Sa- 
crificing which overſpread the Face of the Heathen 
World, the Deluges of Blood that overflowed their 
Altars; but were ſo little ſatisfattory,eyen in thoſe 
Times of Darkneſs, that the more confidering Phi- 
loſophers could not forbear frequently declaring, 
that they thought thoſe Rites could avail little or 
nothing towards appeaſing the Wrath of a pro- 
voked God, or making their Prayers acceptable 
in his Sight; but that ſomething ſtill ſeemed to 
them to be wanting, tho' they knew not what. 
* Secondly, As all the Reaſon of Mankind, and Phi- 
Iloſophy of the Heathen World, was not capable, 
in the abſtract Nature of the Thing, to bring home 
the World to God; ſo it is unqueſtionably plain in 
Fact, it did not anſwer this End, In Speculation, 
it may perhaps ſeem poſſible, that notwithſtand- 
ing it muſt be confeſſed, Philoſophy and Reaſon 
=>. » cannot 
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cannot diſcover. : complete and ſatisſactory Re- 
medy for all paſt Miſcarriages, nor aſſure us, that 
God will. make the Rebels he pardons his Favou- 
rites for ever, ſince, for any Thing human Reaſon 
knows, Men may be forgiven, and then annihilated : 
Yet it may, I ſay, perhaps ſeem poſſible, that the 
Precepts and Motives of Reaſon and Philoſophy 
might, at leaft, be ſufficient to reform Mens Lives 
for the future. But, in Fact and Experience, it has 
on the contrary appeared to be altogether impoſſible 
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| for Reaſon and Philoſophy to reform Mankind ef- 


fectually, without the Aſſiſtance of ſome infinitely 
higher Principle : And all ſpeculative Reaſonings 
about the pretended Sufficiency of human Reaſon 
to teach Men all that is wiſe, holy and divine in 
Religion, are to be looked on as idle and viſionary, 
when they are a manifeſt Contradiction to all Facts 


and Experiences, becauſe this is a Matter that muſt 


be admitted as certainly true, or rejected as certain- 
ly falſe, according as Fact and Experience bear 


Witneſs for or againſt it. 


When Chriftianity was firſt publiſhed to the 
World, the Sentiments and Prattice of Mankind 


were miſerably depraved, and the Corruption almoſt 


univerſal; Idolatry, one ſmall Nation excepted, 
overſpread the Face of the whole Earth. What an 


aſtoniſhing Flood of Errors and Miſeries covered 


the Earth, when the Grace of God, that brings Sal- 
vation,firft appeared? The common People every- 
where entertained the moſt diſhonourable and un- 
worthy Notions of their gods, and thoſe who were 
moſt renowned for Wiſdom : The Philoſophers of 
Greece, and Orators of Rome, are called db, be- 
ing without the Knowledge of the true God and a 
Sa- 
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Saviour, Eph. 2. 12. Who knows not, that Sncrabef 
Plato, Ariſtotle and Seneca, with all their profound In- 


quiries, ſubtile Reaſonings, and admirable: Diſcoveries, 


Became Fools, vain in their Imaginations, c—_— 
their beſt Precepts with abominable Mixtures of the mo 

ſtupid Idolatry, practiſing themſelves, and adviſing 
others to worſhip inferior gods, Demons and Spirits, 
and to conform themſelves to all the wretched Superſti- 


tions of their ſeveral Countries? And even Epiłtetus, 
that admirable Moraliſt, who ſeems to have had no Su- 
rior in the Heathen World, adviſes Men to offer Li- 


ations and Sacrifices to the gods, every one according 
to the Religion and Cuſtom of his Country. 
The whole Theology of the Pagan World imputed 


to their Deities the groſſeſt Impurities, and moſt infamous 


Immoralities, Murders, Rapes, Inceſts, and other molt 
black and monſtrous Crimes, which had a natural Ten- 
dency to debauch the Manners of their Worſhippers,and 

ave a Sanction to the worſt Vices. By making theſe 
bins divine Properties, they effectually commended them 
to the Heathens ; this, at once, threw down the Banks 
of Virtue, and let the Torrent of corrupt Nature break 
forth in all its Fury. While they attributed to their 
Deities thoſe execrable Luſts which ſo ſtrongly reigned 


in themſelves, they were firmly perſwaded no Puniſh- 


ment could be inflicted ; for, how could their gods ſacri- 
fice thoſe to their Juſtice, who were Companions with 
them in their Crimes, or revenge the Imitation of their 
own Actions? And, accordingly, in the politeſt Nations, 
fome of the ſacred Rites, ſolemnized in — of their 
gods, were fo abominably lewd and brutiſh, as to raiſe 
the utmoſt Horrour in every Mind that has a Senſe of 
Decency and Virtue. The Underſtandings of the Ge- 
nerality of Mankind were enſlaved with ſuch Enthuſi- 
altick Principles, ſuch weak and impious Stories of their 


gods, as gave a low and vicious Turn to their Minds, 


and very much defaced their natural Conſcience of Good 
and Evil? They aſcribed the Name, Attributes and Ho- 


nour of God, not only to the Lights of Heaven, not 


only to Kings and great Men; who by Authority ar 
C2 | Merit 
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| Merit were raiſed above others; but the moſt: N 
Things in Nature, Beaſts, and Birds, and creeping 

were the Objects of their Adoration, Rom. 1. 23. The 
changed the Glory 


hings 3 
of the incorrupiible God, into an 
Image made like to corruptible Man, and to Birds, 
and four-footed Beaſts, and creeping Things. | 

It is not fairly alledged, That the Goſpel has produced 
no better Effects among Chriſtians, than Reaſon and 


Philoſophy among the Heathen World. For we can 
ſaſely appeal to all our Adverſaries, who have but ſo 


much Knowledge of the World, as may qualify them 
to form the Compariſon, whether in Countries where 
Chriſtianity is profeſſed in any tolerable Degree of Puri- 
ty (notwithſtanding all the lamentable Corruptions of 
Chriſtians) the Generality even of the meaner and 
moſt vulgar and ignorant People, have not truer and 
worthier Notions of God, more juſt and right Appre- 
benſions of his Attributes and Perfections, a * 

Ce 


Senſe of the Difference of Good and Evil, a greater 


gard to moral Obligations, and to the plain and moſt 
neceſſary Duties of Life, and a more firm and univerſal 
Expectation of a future State of Rewards and Puniſh- 
ments, than in any Heathen Country any conſiderable 
Number of Men were ever found to have learned from 
the Reaſonings of all the Philoſophers that ever were in 
the World : But the Depravation of Manners was ſuch 
in the Heathen World, that, if the unclean Spirits had 
been incarnate, and taken their Reſidence among Men, 
they could not have acted worſe Villanies. Unnatural 
Crimes arc committed, even among the Greeks and Ro- 
mans, with that Impudence, as if no Spark of common 
Reaſon had remained in them ; they placed their ſove- 
reign Good in extreme Evil, i. e. ſinful Pleaſures ; their 
Laws left almoſt all Vices indifferent, but what diſtur- 
bed the Tranquillity of the State: They were encouraged 
to work all Uncleanneſs with Greedineſs, not only by 
preſent Impunity, not only by the Multitude of Exam- 
les, ſo that Vices by their Commonneſs had loſt their 
ames, and were ſtiled Virtues ; but principally by the 
Example of their imaginary Deities, and Rules of 1 
. Ot 
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bold Practice of the moſt infamous Luſts, natural and 
unnatural. Where then was that clear Light of Reaſon 
all this while, the Univerſality of which, and its Sufi. 
ciency at all Times, to direct Men in every Branch of 
their Duty, is ſo much inſiſted upon, in order to re- 
preſent an external Revelation as altogether needleſs ? 
as it not evidently blind and ignorant of the very fan- 


damental Principles of true Piety and Virtue ? And, fince 


by natural Light they could not ſee God the Creator, is 
it poſſible he ſhould be. perceptible to the Light of Na- 
ture as a Redeemer > Ot this the moſt wile and lear- 
ned of the ancient Philoſophers were ſenſible; they ſaw 
and lamented their own Ignorance, and the abſolute 
Need there was of a further Light than natural Reaſon 
can attain to: But our modern Unbelievers are ſelf-luf- 
ficient, diſclaiming all Aſſiſtance, even tho" it be from a 
divine Revelation. Tho' it is evident to every one who 
has looked into the Writings of the old Heathen Mora» 
lifts, who lived before {the Publication of Chriſtianity, 
and compared. them with the Sentiments of ſuch Hea- 
then Writers as have lived ſince the Coming of Chriſt, 
and parcgularly our modern Deiſts; it is (I ſay) abun- 
dantly evident, that the moral Reaſonings of the latter, 
and their Regard to a future State, are much improved 
and increaſed ; and that, almoſt all the Things that are. 
ſaid wiſely and truly by modern Infidels, are plainl 
borrowed. from that very Revelation, which they refuſe 
to embrace, and without which they could never have 
been able to have ſaid the fame Things. But, 1 
Thirdly, As all the boaſted Reaſon of the human 
Nature, and all the Philoſophy of the Heathen World, 
could not, did not eftectually bring home the World to 


God ; ſo they are not, they cannot be a ſufficient Stan- 


dard to judge of a divine Revelation by. For, tho* the 
Chriſtian Religion abundantly recommends itſelf by its 
own intrinſick Excellency and Goodneſs to all conſide- 
ring and unprejudiced Minds; tho” it comes with all the 
higheſt Characters of Credibility; and is directly = Por 
OT Tra on tively 


Gottiſh Religion: Their very Theology ſunk them int | 
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ſitively proved to be a divine Revelation, by the many 
nfallible Signs and Miracles its glorious Author wrought 
ublickly, as Evidences of his divine Commiſſion, by 
he exact Completion both of the Prophecies that went _ 
before concerning him, and thoſe he himſelf delivered 
concerning Things that were to happen after; by the 
Teſtimony of his Followers; and by the Teſtimony of 
the Spirit of God, which, in all its Circumſtances is the 
molt credible, certain, and convincing Evidence thac was 
ever given to any Matter of Fact in the World: Nay 
further, tho we are not to believe any Thing as a di- 
vine Revelation, but what we have the higheſt rational 
Evidence to convince that it comes from God ; yet that 
any Thing ſhould be rejected as no divine Revelation, 
merely becauſe human Reaſon is weak, and to ſeek, as to 
the full and adequate Conception of it, is a moſt unrea- 
ſonable Pretence, and attended with glaring and una- 
voidable Abſurdities. 7” 
For, as the Light of Nature, and utmoſt Strain of hu- 
man Reaſon, does not contain in it whatever may be 
known of God, or of his Will; ſo it can imply no Con- 
tradiction to any Dictate of natural Reaſon, that God 
Mould reveal any Thing more of his Mind and Will, 
than is contained in the Light of Nature. Nay, the ge- 
neral Senſe of the Heathen World, in praying to their 
{everal gods for Dire&ion, and hearkning to their pre- 
tended Oracles, confirms this Principle, 'That God may 
reveal more of his Will to Mankind, than he has done 
by the Dictates of mere natural Reaſon : The Devil 
could never have had ſuch Advantage for deceiving the 
World, had it not been for this general Senſe of Man- 
kind, that there was wanting ſome particular Revelati- 1 
on from God to make Men happy. And therefore, tho* 
whatever involves a Contradiction to any of the funda- 
mental Dictates of Nature, 7. e. to any ſelf-evident Pro- | 
* naturally revealed, cannot be of divine R ve: 
lation; yet tis a moſt unreaſonable Principle in itſelf, 
That we are to embrace nothing for Truth, tho? divinely 
revealed, but what our Reaſon is able to comprehend, 
both asto the Nature of the Thing, and the Manner of 
| its 
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its Exiſtence; on which ; the. rines of the 
Trinity, Incarnation, and Satisfaction of the Son of God, 
and conſequently the whole Myſtery of the Goſpel of 
Chriſt, are at this Day rejected by many as incredible. 
But, if Men will believe nothing to be true, but what they 
can give à full and ſatisfactory Account of, as to every 
Mode and Circumſtance of it; then they muſt not be- 
lieve a great many Truths that are received upon the 
Evidence of Metaphyſical, Mathematical or. Moral Prin- 
ciples, or even the Evidence of our Senſes, becauſe there 
ly unanſwerable Objections againſt them, for which yet 
no Man ever thought it reaſonable to queſtion thole _ 
Truths. They muſt not believe there is any fuch Thing 
as Matter in the World, till they can ſatisfactorily tell us 
how the Parts of it are united; nor that there are any 
material Beings, till they have reſolved all the perplex- 
ing Difficulties about the ſeveral Affections of them; 
nor that'they themſelves have rational Souls, till they | 
are able to explain the Manner of the Union of Soul and 
Body, and by 'what Power the Soul repreſents abſent 
Objects, Sounds without Noiſe, Colours without Tin- 
&ures, Light without Clearneſs, and Darkneſs without 
Obſcurity ! Whatever Myſteriouſneſs there is confeſledly 
in the Manner of ſome Chriſtian Doctrines; yet, as to 
the Truths themſelves, there is evidently no more Un- 
reaſonableneſs in believing the Poſſibility of them, than 
in believing the Union of the Soul and Body, or any 
other certain Truth, which we plainly ſee implies no 
Contradiction in the Thing itſelf ; at the ame Time that 
we are ſenſible we cannot diſcover the Manner how it is 
ended. 3 | i 
And, if we cannot underſtand ourſelves, what aſtoni- 
ſhing Folly is it to preſume to comprehend the incom- 
3 God? Is it reaſonable to ſay, The incompre- 
enſible God can reveal nothing of himſelf but what we 
can underſtand ; or that we are obliged to credit his Te- 
ſtimony no farther than we can ſatisfy ourſelves about 
the Reaſonableneſs of that which he teſtifies ? If the di- 
vine Underſtanding be infinite, why may not God diſ- 
cover ſuch Things to us, as our ſhallow Apprehenſions 
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ddt fen? What Evidence of Reaſon can we have, 
that infinite Wiſdom and, Underſtanding, when it un- 
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dertakes to diſcover Matters of the higheſt Nature and 
to the World, ſhould be able to deliver no- 
thing, but what comes within the Compaſs of our im- 
narrow Minds? But, after all, where is this infal- 
Standard of Reaſon to be found? Who has fixed the 
Bounds of that which Men call Reaſon? How ſhall we 
know that thus far it will come, and no further? What 
Preſcription can be pleaded by one Sort of Men for Rea- 
fon more than by another? One will not believe one 
Article of revealed Religion, becauſe againſt his Reaſon; 
and why not another reje& another Article, and Third 
another, upon the ſame Pretence? for whatever the 
Ground of Unbelief be, if it wear the plauſible Name of 
Reaſon, it muſt upon this Principle paſs uncontrouled ! 
Well, what if One ſhould ſpeak out,and tell us, All Re- 
b 


| 
5 5 is but an Artifice of deſigning Men, that all 
hings come to Die by Chance, the World was made 
y a fortuitous Concourſe of Atoms, and that it is im- 
ble to apprehend the Being of a God, becauſe an 
ite Being is incomprehenfible ! Whither now has 


our Realon carried us ? while we pretend to reject any 


Thing as divinely revealed, merely becauſe it is above 
our Reaſon ! By the ſame Reaſon that ſome Men reject 
the Myſteries of revealed Religion, others reje& the 
SE. ̃ oth: = 
But, tho Reaſon is not able to comprehend ſupernatu+ | 
ral Myſteries, yet it can never demonſtrate that they 
cannot be. Let any of the Myſteries of revealed Reli- | 


* 0 


gon be clearly made appear to contradict, either Ma- 


ematical Demonſtrations, or ſelf- evident Propoſitions 


naturally. revealed; and let it be made appear, that 


theſe Principles will ſerve indifferently for all Beings, Spi- 
Titual as well as Material, Infinite as well as Finite; and 
then it will be Time enough to exalt our wretched 
narrow Reaſon into the Tribunal, and to bring the Re- 
velation the glorious God has made of himſelf to be 


- Judged by it ! Who can prove by irreſiſtible Evidence, 


chat there are not Three diſtinct Perſons in the ſame oy 
| | nead 


head, and that theſe Three are not One God, the ſamẽ 
in Subſtance, equal in Power and Glory? Or, that Zeho- 
vah, who is an infinite God, cannot, by an infinite 
Communication of himſelf, exiſt in Three diſtinct Per- 
ſons ? Or, that the only begotten Son of God, who, 
with the Father and bleſſed Spirit, is the only true God, 
beſide whom there is no other, could not be incarnate 
and become Man? That two Natures, {o immenſely di- 
ſtant, as Finite and Infinite, Mortal and Immortal; 
could not be fo intimately and inſeparably united in the 


Perſon of the Son of God, without Confuſion of their 


Properties? That there is not an infinite Evil in Sing 
infinite Juſtice in God, and infinite Satisfaction neceſſary 
for all who ſhall be ſaved > There can be no Proof that 


_ theſe Things are impoſſible; without a perfect Under- 


ſtanding of the Nature of God, and of every Thing elle. 
And is it not moſt reaſonable to believe, that God can- 
not be fully underſtood by us ? The Angels, who dwell 
ſo near the Fountain of Light, cover their Faces with 
holy Confuſion, not being able to comprehend them; 
How much leſs can we, in this earthly State,diſtant from 
God, and oppreſt with a Burden of Fleſh? : 
And, altho' we cannot demonſtrate theſe Myſteries by 
Reaſon, we can give a rational Account why we believe 
them. We cannot prove the Trinity, or Incarnation of 
the Son of God by Reaſon ; and the Subtilty of thoſe 
who affect to give ſome Reaſon of all Things, is ex- 
tremely prejudicial to the 'Truth : For he, who pretends 
to prove a Point by Reaſon, and is unſuccesful, weakens 


the Credit which the Authority of Revelation claims. 


There is a. wide Difference between the proving a Do- 
Grine by Reaſon, and the giving a Reaſon why we be- 
lieve the Truth of it, Is it not the higheſt Reaſon to 
believe the Diſcoveries God has made of himſelf and his 


Councils? Have we not the cleareſt Reaſon to believe 


that God knows his own Nature and Will, and that it 
is u ſhould deceive us? When, therefore, 2 
Revelation is ſufficiently atteſted to come from God, let 
t nat weaken our Faith, that we cannot clearly compre- 
end all its Myſteries; If we will believe God's Teſti» 
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mony no further thanit is compre enſible by our Reaſon, 
wee infinitely diſparage him; for this is no mote than 
Credit we give to the moſt ſuſpected Witneſs. When 
God ſpeaks, it becomes us to hear with Silence and Sub- 
miſſion; his naked Word is as certain as Mathematical 
Demonſtration : And, as tis the moſt illuſtrious Obe- 
dienee of Faith, to embrace an obſcure Truth with a firm 
Aſlent upon the ſole Credit and Authority of the Di- 
vine Teſtimony ; ſo tis our Wiſdom to receive the great 
Myſteries of the Goſpel in their Simplicity : For, in at- 
tempting to give an exact and curious Explication of 
them, the Underſtanding, the more it ſtrives, the more 
It is intangled. God's Ways are far above ours, and his 
Thoughts above ours, as Heaven is above the Earth. 
To reje& what we can't comprehend, is, not only to fin 
againſt Faith, but againſt Reaſon ; which acknow- 
ledges itſelf finite, and unable to to ſearch out the Al- 
mighty to Perfection. From all that has been faid, it 
appears that human Reaſon and Philoſophy are utterly 
vain and inſufficient to relieve Mankind from their great 
and univerſal Guilt, Corruption and and Miſery, and to 
conduct them to complete Holineſs and Happineſs. 
When God would ſave the World, he took a Way by 
himſelf; For after that, in the Wiſdom of God, the 
Forld by Wiſdom knew not God; it pleaſed God by 
#he Fooliſhneſs of Preaching to ſave them that believe, 

1 Cor. x. 21. And this leads me to the 
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II. General Head, which is, To ſhew what it is to 
reach Chriſt in the true Scripture-Notion of it. 'This 
1s our Buſineſs, our Charge, and our Glory, and muſt 
therefore include in it, the making Chriſt the Matter, 
Deſign and End of, as well as maintaining a ſacred Re- 
gard to him in the Manner of all our holy Miniſtra- 
tions. We can only underſtand what it is to preach 
_ Chriſt, by attentively viewing the Conduct of his A- 
poſtles, whom he ſent to preach the Goſpel to every 
Creature. All they did is ſummed up in theſe three 
Things; They publiſhed and explained the Doctrine of 
Chriſt, the Doctrine concerning him, They made a 1 
. | 3 13 


— 


0 — — — 2 
— N = * 4 3 mow 
T Eren rr wx Tr or CR” ra 
; __— EN I” k —— 4 
© a ms 1 * - _—_— + ah ——_— —_— ——_— 


Po 1 


neral Offer of Liſe and Salvation through Chriſt to all 
the World, in Chriſt's Stead be ſeeching the vileſt and 
chiefeſt Sinners to be reconciled to God through him. 
And hen, they conſtantly exhorted and excited all the 
rofeſſed Diſciples of our Lord, to live a Life of univer- 
El Holineſs, Obedience, and good Works, by Conſide- 
rations peculiarly reſpecting Chriſt, and his Undertaking. - 
as Mediator. And, LIES 3 
1. To preach Chriſt is, in plain Language, to pub- 
liſh to, and inſtruct Men in, the great Doctrines related 
in the Goſpel concerning his Perſon, Nature and Offices. 
The Nature of this Diſcourſe will ſcarce allow me to 
do more, than barely mention a few of thaſe principal 
Doctrines that run through, and are moſt firmly conne- 
Red with, all the Parts of the Chriſtian Religion, left 
in the Writings of the Apoſtles; which, as they were 
confirmed by Miracles, the Divine Signatures of their 
Certainty ; ſo they contain ſuch authentick Marks of 
their Divinity, that right Reaſon cannot reject them. I 


but juſt give ſhort imperfect Hints of theſe Doctrines; 
Such as, 


2 


That Chriſt Teſus istrue God and true Man ; the Son 


of God before all Ages, and the Son of Man born in 


Time, He is the Son of God by an eternal and ineffable 
Generation, the eſſential and exact Imageof the inviſible 
God, marvellouſly expreſſing all his glorious Perfections 
in their Immenſity and Eternity, John 1. 14. The only 
Regotten of the Father, full of Grace and Truth. Heb, 
I. 3. The Brightneſs of the Father's Glory, and the c- 


preſs Tags of his Perſon. Co- equal and co-effencial 


with the Father; for he is zbe Mighty Gold, the Great 
Goa our Saviour, the true Goa, and everlaſtiug Life, 
the only Lora Goa, the Alpha and Omega, the Al. 
mighty. That Sacred and incommunicable Name, 75 
hovah, judged ineffable by a Generation who rejected 
the Prince of Life, is often applied to our Redeemer, but 
never in any Senſe to a mere Creature. He made all cre- 


_ ated Perſons and Things, and therefare mult be beſore 


gow, John 1. 1, 3. And, as be made them, ſb he effe, 
Gually governs them, Coy. D. 0 A5. All the Ae 
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Ind incommunicable Properties of the Divine Nature are 


everywhere in Scripture aſcribed to him. The Precepts of 
God, and Practice of the Saints, manifeſt,that Jeſus Chriſt 
is to be truſted in, and worſhipped with, Divine!Honours : 
But, Curſed is the Man that truſteth in Man, tho never ſo 
" exalted, and maketh Fleſh his Arm, Jer. 17. 5. Thou 


Halt worſhip the Lord thy God, and him only ſpalt thou 


ſerve, Mat. 4. 10. Let Devils or Men do what. they 
can to cloud or confute this Truth, let them uſe all the 
dark Devices Hell can invent, or corrupt Nature im- 
Prove; let them have all the Advantages they are ca- 


Pable of being furnifhed with; ds theeternal Godhead of | 
Chriſt will ſhine unto all the Godly, with great and pre- 
Vailing Evidence in the holy Scriptures. And, tho' he 


once appeared in he Form of 2 Servant, yet he thoug hi 
it 20 Robbery to be equal with God, Phil. 2. 8. His 
Ability to fave is laid in his eternal Power and Godhead : 
The Saviour of loſt Sinners muſt needs be fo great a 
Perlon, by whom Divine Juſtice was to be ſatisfied, the 
Powets of Hell conquered, and dead Sinners raiſed to, 
and preſerved in, Life. We could never have had a 
Righteouſneſs fit to appear in before the righteous Jeho- 
vah, had not Jehovah become he Lord our Righteouſ- 
eſs, Jer. 23.6. But our Redeemer, being the eternal 
God, has conquered the Devil, deſtroyed his Works, 
and can cauſe poor Creatures, dead in Treſpaſſes and 
Sins, to hear his Voice and live, Pet 
That this glorious Perſon was, in the Fulneſs of 
Time, made Fleſh, and dwelt among Men, to whom 
he manifeſted his Glory, the Glory of the Only-begot- 
ten of the Father, 70}72 1. 14. This is that great My- 
ſtery of Godlineſs which we muit believe; God mani- 
Jeſted in the Fleſh, 2 Tim. 3. 15. His Fitneſs to fave 
is alſo from his Humanity ; For the Chilaren having 


been Partakers of Fieſh and Blood, he alſo himſelf 


took Part of the ſame, Heb. 2. 14. For fince by Miz 
came Death, by Man muſt alſo the Reſurrection come, 
1 Cor. 15. 21. The Mediator betwixt God and Man, 
mult himſelf be really Man, elſe he could not die for 
 Inful Men; yet Man in perſonal Union with the eter- 


al 
wor] . 


Tr oo 
nal Son of God, otherwiſe his Death would have fallen 
Hort of fatisfying divine Juſtice. The Mediator, as he 
was the eternal God, could not die, could not ſuffer; 
he aſſumed therefore not a human Perſon, but human 
Nature into perſonal Union with himſelf, that in that 
Nature that had ſinned, God might purchaſe” the 
Church with his own Blood, Acts 20. 28. It is indee 
wonderful, yet neceſſary, that the glorious God ſhe 
be manifeſted in the Fleſh, and become ſo nearly related 
to his poor People, he aſſumed the human Nature, with 
2 peculiar Regard to the Seed of Abrabam the Ele : 
Well did the Right of Redemption belong to bim, be- 
cauſe he was near of Kin to us; and ſtill to render our 
complete Redemption ſecure, he is ſent to fave us to the 
uttermoſt! SEED „ 
That, in undertaking this Work, he was in an eter» 
nal Tranſaction with the Father, conſtituted and conſi- 
dered as a common publick Perſon, in the Law, Place, 
Room and Stead of thoſe whom he came to fave, 
P/al. 40. 7, 8. Lo I come: IT delight to ao thy Nil, 
O my God: Yea, thy Law is within my Heart. Plal. 
89. 3. J have made a Covenant with my Choſen, Ila. 
42. 1,--- 6. Bebola my Servant whom I uphola, mins 
Elect in whom my Soul Aelighteth,--- I will give thee 
Jor a Covenant of the People, for a Light of the Gen- 
tiles. The Tranſaction betwixt the Father and Son a- 
bout this Work is mentioned, Zech. 6. 13. His Sub- 
ſtitution in the Room of ele& Sinners, and bearing 
their Sins, 7/2. 53. The ſovereign Grant and Appoint- 
ment of the Father, giving and delivering the Elect to 
the Son in the Council of Peace, to be redeemed and 
reconciled to himſelf, is mentioned, hn 6. 37. All that 
the Father has given me (hall come to ne. And, Fob 
17. 2. As thou haſt given him Power over all Fleſh, 
that he ſhould give eternal Life to as many as thou haſt 
175 him. Hence, before their effectual Calling or Be- 
ieving, he calls them his M IO. 15, 16. lay- 
ing down his Life for them as ſuch : And hence we are 
faid to be choſen in Chriſt, Eph. 2. 4. or eternally de- 
Ggned to obtain all the Fruits of the divine Grace =_ 
JJ TL Io ano 1 5 ove. 
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n. 
Love in and by Chriſt; and committed into his Hand, 
for that End and Purpoſe. The Elect being thus given to 
. Chriſt, and he undertaking to do and ſuffer what was 

; pag to free them from Wrath, and to give them a 


7 
* 


Title to the Favour and Fruition of God; he received 
upon their Behalf, and for them, all the Promiſes of all 
the Mercies, Grace, good Things and Privileges, which 
they were to receive upon the Account of his underta- 
king for them. Hence eternal Life is ſaid to be promiſed 
of God before the World began, Tit. 1. 2. that is to the 
Son of God for us, in his undertaking on our Behalf ; 
and Grace alſo is ſaid to be given to us before the World 
was, 2 Tim. 1. 9. that is, in Chriſt, our appointed 
Head, Mediator and Repreſentative. And .upon this 
very Account of his being the Mediator ſent, is the Fa- 
ther ſaid to be greater than he. Thus was our bleſſed 
Lord every Way qualified to be a Mediator, Days-Man 
and Umpire between Jehovah and ys, being One with 
* and One with us, and One in himſelf in the 
[nity of his One Perſon, he enjoyed in all Fulneſs 
whatever was neceflary to furniſh him for ſo great a 
Work: He is mighty to fave, able to fave to the ut- 
termoſt, and beyond the utmoſt Stretch of any created 
Mind. He had infinite Right to diſpoſe of his own 
Life, and undertook this Work by the ſovereign Au- 
thority and Allowance of the offended Lawgiver and 
115 ſo that our Lord comes clothed with the 
| eng Authority to interpoſe as our Surety, John 
10. 1 
That this glorious Perſon has, by his Obedience and 
Sufferings in Life and Death, fulfilled the Precepts of a 
broken Law of Works, Rom. 5. 18, 19. and 8. 3, 4. 
born its Penalty, Curſe and Condemnation, and thereby 
fufficiently fatisfied Jehovah's Juſtice and Faithfulneſs, 
and brought in an everlaſting Righteouſneſs for the given 
Ones, being made, under the Law for them, Sin for 
them, and a Curſe for them, that they might be re- 
deemed from the Curſe of the Law, and made the Righ- 
teoulneſs of God in him, 2 Cor. 5. 21. and, Cal. Tn 3 
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That upon the Payment of the great Price of his 
' Blood, and full Acquitment upon the perfect and luffi- 
cient Satisfaction he made, he received the Spirit of 
Holineſs, and all the Treaſures and Fulneſs of Grace, 
John 1. 16. Col. x. 19. to be diſpoſed of as he thinks 
fit; which he communicates to our tinful Natures, to 
renew us into the 2 of God, to form us for Loyalty 
to him here, and for that heavenly Inheritance he has 
purchaſed by his Death, Tit. 3. 5, 6. 6! . 
That upon the Account of his Righteouſneſs as our 
Mediator imputed to us, in our Union to Chriſt by his 
Spirit, and actually received by Faith alone, are we ac- 
cepted with Jehovah, juſtified, freed from Guilt, par- 
doned, and have Peace with God, Rom. 3. 24, 25, 26. 
x Cor. 1. 30. and, Rom. 5. 1. 55 : 
That his Life is the bleſſed Pattern to which all his 
Diſciples muſt ſtudy an univerſal and exact Conformity; 
for he was from Eternity in the Eye of Jehovah, the 
bleſſed Pattern to which he will conform elect Sinners in 
Grace and in Glory, Rom. 8. 29. He predeſtinatea them 
to be conformed to the Image of his Son, that he might 
be the Firſt-born among many Brethren. And, as we 
have born the Image of the earthly, ſo we muſt bear 
the Image of the heavenly; for the whole Life of God 
in us, conſiſts in our Conformity to Chriſt in habituat 
Grace and Holineſs, and in a conſtant Oppoſition to all 
Sin, in a divine Faith and Love, in Charity, Kindneſs, 
and Beneficence to Mankind; in Juſtice, 'Temperance 
and Purity; in Lowlineſs of Mind, and Condeſcenfion 
to all Sorts of Perſons ; in Self-denial, Readineſs for the 
Croſs, with Patience under Sufferings ; in Zeal for the 
divine Glory, Faith and Fervency in Prayer; Love to 
Enemies, and Readineſs to do Good to all. And the 
great Deſign of Goſpel-Ordinances with Reſpect to us, 
is to bring us ro the Meaſure of the Stature of the Ful- 
neſs of Chrif!, Eph. 4. 13. Nor is the holy Spirit, the 
principal efficient Cauſe of Grace in us, given us for 
any other End but to unite us to Chriſt, and make. 
us like him, that we may be holy, as he who has called 


a is holy, in all Manner of Converſation. That 
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T' That this glorious Perſon, having undergone the cur- 
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ſed Nr oſ the Croſs, and thus given 
himſelf a Ranſom for many, roſe again from the Dead, 
aſcended triumphantly into Heaven, and is exalted at the 


- Father's Right-Hand, a Prince and Saviour, to give Re- 
pentance aud Remiſſion of Sins 


That he is the n. King, and glorious 
Ruler of the Goſpel-Church, and of all the World for 
its Good, Col. 2. x5. Epb. 1. 22. Who gives out Laws 
and Rules of Worſhip and Obedience to it, and to 
hom we muſt yield an expreſs Subjection of Soul and 
Zonſcience, and all Honour and Obedience, as he is God 
equal with his Father, the Author and Finiſher of our 
Faith and Obedience, who, by his Spirit, works it in 


us, and through whom we are accepted in it. Who by 


his ſovereign Authority has renewed all the Commands 
of the Moral Law upon us, with new Inforcements and 
mighty Obligations to Obedience, 2 Cor. 5. 14, 15. For, 
tho” the Moral Law never could loſe its original Power, 

of obliging us to univerſal Obedience as we are reaſo- 


nable Creatures; yet it is our Obedience to it as Chriſti- 


ans, as Believers in Chriſt, immediately influenced by 
its being confirmed to us in the Hand of our Mediator, 
that is accepted of God, Mat. 3. 17. and, 17. 5. This 
renders all our Moral Obedience pure Evangelical Duty, 
and turns every good Work into the Obedience of Faith. 


In tine, 


That Jeſus Chrift our Lord ſhall, at the laſt Day, 
raiſe the Dead, conveen the World before his enlightned 
Tribunal, and 4 a definitive Sentence upon Angels 
and Men. And all who hope for Mercy at that Day, 

mult live by Faith in the Son ef God, have the ſame 
Mind in them which was in Chriſt : Lie. in the 
Morla, as be was in the World, blameleſs and harmleſs, 

as Chilaren of God without Rebuke, obſerving what- 
ever Duties he has commanded: to God, to our Neigh- 
bour, and to ourſelves, living ſaberly, righteouſly and 

goaly in this preſent World; "Theſe, and ſuch as theſe, 
were the Doctrines the Apoſtles received from our Lord, 


and ſo are properly called the Noctrines of Chriſt, 1 
T7 * Dr were 
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; ever they have taught relates either to the Perſon, N a- 


5 3:33: This is bis Commanament, that ye believe in the 
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tures or Offices of our Redeemer, or to the Benefits 
purchaſed by. him; or to the Means and Method of our 
receiving theſe Benefits from him, or to the Returns of 
Love, Gratitude and Obedience we owe to him. But, 
2. To preach Chriſt is, to make a general Offer o 
Life and Salvation thro' Chriſt to all the World, with 


ardent Affections beſeeching and perſwading the vileſt 
and chiefeſt of Sinners to embrace him for Wiſdom, 


Righteouſneſs, Sanctification and Redemption; to be re- 


| Eonciled to God, and to truſt to and in Chriſt for Life, 


Righteouſneſs, Grace and Glory: Chriſt came into the 
World to ſave the chief of Sinners; and he ſent his A- 
poſtles, and ftill ſends the Paſtors whom he gives to his 

hurches, to call poor Sinners to conſider their Miſery 3 
to look to Jeſus, in whom alone is Salvation ; to betru 


their Souls into his Hands, that he may be their Savi- 
our; to live in Imitation of him, and breathe fervently 


after Communion with him here and hereafter.” All in 
Chriſt encourages them, Ja. 42. 3, 4. Jobn 6. 37. all in 
the Goſpel directs them, Mat. 11, 28, 29, 30. Rev. 23. 
1. and all in the Law commands them fo to do, 1 . 


ame of bis Son Feſus Chriſt. Him hath God the Fa- 


ther ſealed, and ſanttified, and ſet forth, and given t0bes 
Propitiation for Sin through Faith in his Blood, Rom. 
3. 25. It has pleaſed the Father that in him ſnould all 


Fulneſs well, Col. 1. 19. a Fulneſs of pardoning Grace, 
for the Forgiveneſs of all our Sins, and Acceptance of 
our Perſons: He is the Lord our Righteouſneſs ;, Made 


of Goa to us Righteouſneſs, And, Surely ſhall One ſay, 
In the Lord have I Righteouſneſs, Iſa. 45. 24. A Ful-_ 
neſs of regenerating, quickning, ſanctifying and aſſiſting 


Grace, He walks among dead Souls, and ſays to whom 
he will, Live. From him alone can poor dead Sinners 
receive ſpiritual Life, Grace, Mercy, Þrefervation „Per. 
fection and Glory: For, by the Revelation of his Righ- 
teouſneſs from Faith to Faith, all the glorious Attributes 
of Jehovah; Which were © 2h engaged for the Deg 
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FA Preſent Adventure, by Faith on Chriſt, for Life and 
wan He bas ſolemnly declared to all the World, 
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ction of Sinners, are now exceedingly glorified in theit 
Pardon and Acceptance with God; and he has lodged in. 
the Redeemer's Hand all that Grace and Mercy which 
* could find in his own gracious Heart to be- 
ow, or which was neceſſary to fave all that World of 
Sinners, which has, or ever ſhall be brought to the En- 
joyment of God through him | I 


* 
4 
* 


* 


And therefore, we mult tell all Men, That God 5s in 
Chriſt reconciling the World to himſelf. That it is a 


faithful Saying, and worthy of all Acceptation, That 


Chriſt came into the World to [ave the chief F Sin: 


ners. And that it is the Command of the Eternal God, 
That Sinners ſhould turn their Eyes from every other 


Object, and look to this great Saviour; approve 
Heaven's Way of faving Sinners by him; credit the 
Father's Teltimony concerning him, as One who is 
faithful to make good what he has promiſed; and 
truſt to, and.in the Lord Chrift, as glorioufly ſufficient 


' to anſwer all the Ends and Purpoles for which he is gi- 


ven ; bee and reſting their Souls on him for Life, 
Righteouſneſs, and eternal Salvation. None are exclu- 
ded from Chriſt, but ſuch as exclude themſelves, by ob- 
ſtinate Unbelief, and Impenitency in a Courſe of Sin. 
The Offer is univerſal and undiſtinguiſhing, Whoſcever 
vill, tet him come. The Divine Command and Pro- 


miſe fully warrant all, to whom the Revelation of Chriſt 


comes,. to uſe and apply him as their own Saviour, for 
all the Ends and Purpoſes of Salvation. All poor, wic- 


| ked, wretched Sinners, and all poor, weary, heavy- 
Joaden, diſtreſſed Souls, are welcome to Salvation, b 
the free Grace of God thro” Jeſus Chriſt. And we mull 


fervently call poor vile Sinners, having nothing but 
what is lothſom, and burdenſom, and languiſhing un- 
der all Manner of Diſcouragements, to caſt themſelves 


upon Chriſt. There is not one Word in the Bible a- 


gainſt them, but every Part of it, rightly underſtood, en- 
courages them, let their Sins be never ſo many, and 
their Condition never ſo bad and unhappy, to make a 


* * * 
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eitè all the profeſſed — of our Lord, to live a 


N ** | 3 
+ r b 25 


„ b pe Fr 37 | ) 3 Re 
That ſuch as thus come ro him, he will in ub wiſe caff 
3. To preach Chriſt is, conſtantly to exhort and ex- 


Life of univerſal Holineſs, lence, and good Works, | 
by Conſiderations peculiarly reſpecting .Chriſt, and his 
Undertaking as Mediator. Our bleſſed Lord gave no 
new Law, he neither abrogated, nor added to the Moral 
Law, that eternal Rule of Righteouſneſs ; for God ne- 
ver required leſs of Men in the Law than what was due 
to him, nor can he require more. Whatever, at any- 


Time, can be the Duty of any Man, towards God or 
Men, in the'Subſtance or Degrees of it, is made ſo by 


the Moral Law. The Goſpel is no new Law; wy the 
Duties of the Moral and Eternal I. a are plainly decla- 
red in the Doctrines of it, enforced by new Motives of 
it, and more ſweetly and powerfully directed as to their 


Manner and End. Our bleſſed Lord has, by his ſu-. 


ritual Rules of Worſhip ; but he has confirmed all 
the Commands of the Moral Law, giving them new 
Enforcements : W hence he calls them his Commands, 
This, ſays he, is my Commandment, That ye love one 
another, John 15. 12. And all our acceptable Goſpel- 
duty conſiſts in Obedience to the holy Law, as it is con- 
firmed to us in the Hand of our. Mediator; we are obli. 
8 to perform all the Duties it requires thro? Faith in 

hriſt, upon the Motives of the Love of God in bim, 
the marvellous Benefits of his Mediation, and the Grace 
we receive in him, and by him. Whatever is other- 
wiſe done by us, if our Duties flow not from theſe Sour. 


Fr Authority over the Goſpel-church, given us new 


ces, they are not, they cannot be, acceptable to God: 
And, let Men talk never fo loudly of Morality, if theip 


Obedience to the Precepts of the Law does not flow from 
Faith in Chriſt, and Love to him, they wretchedly des 
ceive themſelves, while they flatter: rhemfelves with AC» 
ceptance ; for 2virhou?. Faith it is impoſſible ta pleaſe 
Goa, and we can only be accepted in the Beloved, Eph. 
1.6. Chriſtian Morality muſt be derived from the Foun- 
dan- head; for it is not an 8 Reformation that will 
A 


KRenewal of the Soul. The Tree mult firſt be good 


_ Chriſt for their Sum and Sub 
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Tad the Teſt in the Day. of judgment, but an inward 
ow 


| be done 
for Chriſt's Sake, and 


from Faith working by Love, 


Fal. 5. G. I am far from thinking that we ought not 


to urge ſuch Motives as the Light of Nature furni- 
Mes, and are level to the Capacities of the People: If 


skilfully managed, they may ſerve valuable Purpoſes; 

but if we chiefly, or only inſiſt upon, and go no fur- 

ther than, ſuch abſtract r as the Light 
1 


of Nature ſuggeſts, our Exhortations will waat for the 
greateſt Part of their Weight, if we neglect to beſeech 
and exhort by the Lord Jeſus, x The. 4. 1. x 


The Apoſtles conſtantly enforced Goſpel- duties by 
glorious Evangelical Motives; they repreſent the Grace 


ol God bringing Salvation, as that which only can teach 


us to deny Ungoalineſs and worldly Lufts, and to live 


ſoberiy, righteouſly and godly. They recommend Jultice 


and Honeity, Charity and Almſgiving, Purity and Cha- 
ſtity, Obedience co Magiſtrates, and the faithful Perfor- 


mance of all the Variety of relative Duties, by Motives 


reſpecting Chriſt. - One can ſcarce look into any Part of 


the New / Teſtament, but he muſt be ſatisfied that the A- 1 


poſtolical Writings are made u * which have 
| | 2, even when they are 
inſiſting upon Duties moſt moral. And how can we 
more powerſully perſwade Men to the Practice of Chri- 
ſtian Morality, than by telling them, that a Liſe of uni- 


verſal Holineſs and Obedience is the natural and neceſſary 


Fruit of Faith in Chriſt, by whoſe Grace alone our Du- 
ties muſt be performed, and thro whoſe Merits they 
mult be accepted ? All our Fruitfulneſs depends upon 


our being ingrafted into this Vine; nor can we maintain 


good Works, | unleſs we Jive by Faith in the Son of 
God, for without him we can do nothing, John 15. 5. 
We have as neceſſary and conſtant a Dependence upon 
95 Grace of the Mediator for all the Actions of the 
Spirits and Divine Life, as upon the Providence of the 
Creator for all the Actions of the Natural Life. ' And 
When we do Good, tis not we, but the Grace of God 
r that 
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EY be oe he OI 
that is in us; and therefore, out of a Senſe of Weakneſs, 
we muſt be , made ſtrong, and do all Things through. 
Chriſt ſtrengthning us, Phil. 4. 13. and, out of a Senle 
of Unworthineſs, depend entirely upon his Merits for. 
Acceptance: For, after we have done all theſe Things 
we are but n Servants, and muſt at laſt ſeek 
8 in Chriſt not having our own Righteouſneſs, 
| What can more ſweetly, and yet more powerfully, ex: 


. 


| cite Men to all holy Converſation and Godlineſs, than 


F 
| 


ſerious Thoughts of the Love of Chriſt * will not his 
Love conſtrain us to live to him who died for us? 2 C. 
. 14, 15. Is it poſſible for a Chriſtian to live in thoſe 
ins for which Chrift died? Will not Love cauſe an 
humble Fear, leſt we ſhould fruſtrate the great Deſign 
of his bloody and terrible Sufferings? Why did he re- 
deem us with ſo excellent a Price from our cruel Bon- 
dage? Why did he vindicate us from the Power of the 
„ to whom we were Captives, but that we 
might ſerve him without Fear, in Holineſs and Righte- 
ouſneſs before him all our Days? If we are not our 
own, but bought with the Price of Chriſt's Blood, Love 
and Gratitude to our Almighty Deliverer will excite us 
to glorify him in our Bodies and Spirits, which are his? 
Why did he purify us with his moſt precious Blood from 
our deadly Defilements, but that we might be intirely 
conſecrated to his Glory? If we love our Lord Jeſus 
in Sincerity, we will keep his Commandments ; and, 
without Love to him, all the abſtract Reaſonings in the 
World will have no ſaving Influence upon our Spirits. 
The ſame Love to God in Chriſt, that is in the Saints above 
in the higheſt Degree of Perfection, and makes them for 
ever to glorify him, from the lively and permanent Senſe 
of their Obligations, will, proportionably to our State 
in this Life, influence us to obſerve his Commands with 
Delight and Conſtancy. Such Actings of Faith, and Out- 
goings of Love, conſtitute the Divine Temper of the new. 
Creature, and lay the Foundation of all acceptable Go- 
{pel-obedience. In a Word, What Argument can be ſa 
powerful to fix our Hatred and Deteſtation at all Sin, a8 
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a believing grateful Conſideration of what Chriſt has ſuf. 
red, to free us from the Guilt, the Filth, the Power, 
and the Puniſhment of Sin? What Reaſonings can be 
d effectual to reſtrain Men from all Ungodlineſs, Un- 
righteouſneſs and worldly Luſts, as to call Sinners ſeri- 
ouſly to meditate upon the Terrors of the laſt Jud ment, 
the Wrath of the , and the dreadful uin A 
for abuſed Grace, and a ſlighted Saviour, before whoſe 
JIE "muſt "ſtand? Rom. 14. 10, 17, 12, 
hat will fo effectually work upon the Fears of Men, 
as the Thoughts of his Wrath, to whom all Judgment 
is committed, and from whoſe righteous Indignation the 
Rocks and Mountains will be too thin a Covering ? 
What will ſo effectually work upon our Hopes, and 
make us ſtedfaſt and unmovable, always abpunding in 
the Work of the Lord, as the Aſſurance of this, that 
our Labour ſhall not be in vain in the Lord? How can 
we ſo powerfully quicken the Saints to Duty, raiſe their 
* * eſtabliſh and comfort their Souls, as by the ex- 
eding great and precious Promiſes of the Goſpel, which 
n ug i are all Tea and Amen? Having ſuch Pra- 
wifes, hall we not cleanſe ourſelves from all Filthineſs 
and Pollution both of Fleſh and Spirn, and perfect Ro- 
Aneſs in the Fear of God? 1 proceed to the 


III. General Head, which is, To ſhew, that the plain 
and faithful Preaching of a crucified Jeſus, is a moſt ſuf- 
ficient and effectual Method to recover EleQ Sinners from 
the Miſeries of the Fall, and to bring them to complete 
Holineſs and Happineſs ; a Method every Way becoming 
the Majeſty of God, and the Condition of his Creatures. 
As this Method of ſaving Sinners ever has been, and ever 
will be, more powerful than all the Oratory and Phi- 
loſophy of the Vikithen World ; ſo it lay infinitely out 
of the Reach of the deepeſt Stateſmen and Philoſophers, 
and the moſt curious Searchers into the Secrets of Na- 
ture, both among the Greeks and Romans. All their 
Reaſon and” Philoſophy never made one Believer. Sa 
far is it above our moſt excellent Thoughts, that no hu- 
man Underſtanding would ever have attempted to feign 
' | it, 
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1 of perſwading the World into the 
How is it poſſible it ſhould be contrived 
5 by natural Reaſon, ſince no Man can believe it ſin cerel 7 


5 


is with Confidence 
lief ok it. 


when it is revealed, without a ſupernatural Faith 7 But, 


tho? Reaſon, inſlaved by Prejudices, and cpiripted by 
earthly and ſenſual Affections, deſpiſes this Way of Sal- 


vation; yet, when it is inlighttied by Faith, it diſcovers 


ſiuch glorious Wiſdom in it, that, were it not true, it 
would tranſcend the moſt noble created Mind to invent 
it. Now, that the plain and faithful Preaching of a 
crucified Jeſus, is a moſt ſufficient and effectual Method 
to fecover Elect Sinners from the Miſeries of the Fall, 
will appear, if we conſider, ants . 


Firf, That Jeſus Chriſt, as the Salvation of God to 


the Ends of the Earth, is that great and eminent Truth, 


in the Light of which all other Truths ſhine, and from 


which they derive their Efficacy, Jobn 1. 4, 9, The 
Life was the Light of Men. That was the true Light 
which lighterh every Man that cometh into the Work 

And, John 14. 6. I am the Truth. As guiley and 
corrupt Man is utterly unable of himſelf to fatisfy the 


Divine Juſtice for the Diſhotiour done to God by 1 | 
the 


Sins, ſo he is incapable of real Repentance; and al 
Truths in the World, ſeparate from Chriſt and the 
Conſideration of his Undertaking, have not a ſufficient 
moral Influence to reform the Hearts and Lives of Men, 
and to raiſe them to a Degree of Holineſs fit for the 
Heavenly State. And the Reaſon is plain, becauſe, till 
the guilty Creature know, that God will, in a Con- 
ſiſtency with the Honour of his Laws and Government, 
7 5 and forgive, and that Heaven is open to his 
epentance, he is irreclaimable: He who never hopes to 
receive any Mercy or Grace, will grow obſtinate in his 
Rebellion; he eſteems it loſt Labour to reſtrain himſelf 
from ſinful ſenſual Pleaſures: Deſpair of. Mercy cauſes a 
Deſpiſing of the Law, and inflames the Hatred of Siu- 


ners againſt God. But ſuch an authentick Aſſurance of 


Pardon and Forgiveneſs, and of the Acceptableneſs of 
Faith and Repentance in the Sight of God. as, under the 
Sala Pipeualgn, he Divine N 


” 


l 


has found Means 
abundantly conſiſtent with the Honour and Dignity of 

+. the Laws of God, and with his irreconcileabie Hatred 
againſt all l 56 1 and Sin, has a direct Ten- 


no Truth whatever brings any ſavin 


Sotten Son Sin for us, 2 Cor, 5. 21. having bruiſed 


0 UT. 
to afford unto us, in ſuch a Way as is 


and powerful Influence to reform Mens Hearts 
and Lives, and bring them to God. Now, this Aſſu- 
rance is only to be got in Chriſt, in whom God is re- 
cling the World to himſelf, He is tbe Life and Soul 
of the Chriſtian Religion, the very Thing in which it 
differs from, and incomparably excells, not only what 
any falſe Religion ever pretended to, but even true Reli- 
gion in its firſt Conſtitution, in the beautiful State of 
pure uncorru Nature. If the Chriſtian 3 PA 
Hiker from the Religion of Nature, from all falſe Re- 
ligions in any 974 as molt certainly it does, as much 
as Light from Darkneſs) it is in this, They all propoſe 


* other Ways, falſe Ways of 1 to the Favour o 


Sed; but Chriſt has made Peace by the Blood of his 
Croſs, and thereby reconciled all his People of all Nati- 
ons unto God in one Body, and has come and preach- 
ed this Peace to them that were afar oft, and to them 


that were nigh - And this is the only Truth wherein the 


true enk gloriouſly maniſeſted and diſtinguiſned from 
Al Divine Truths declare, either the Evil of our 
Sin and Apoſtaſy from God, or the Love and Grace of 
God in our Pardon and Reconciliation, or our Obliga- 
tions to Duty, Gratitude and Obedience to him ; and 
ſpiritual Light in- 

to, Or can have any ſpiritual powerfu Efficacy or Influ- 
ence upon the Soul, but by Vertue of its Relation to 
Chriſt, He is the Life and Soul of all ſaving Truths, 
without which, as they are written in the Word, they 
are but a dead Letter, incapable to purify or reform the 
Sinner, or ſettle his Conſcience in Eaſe and Safety. In 


_ Chriſt crucified, can only be ſeen the infinite Evil and 
| Demerit of Sin. The Knowledge which natural Men 


have of this is very obſcure; and relates chiefly to great 
and unnatural Sins: But God having made his only be- 
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him, and put him to Grief and Shame; made his Sui! 


an Offering ſor Sin, and poured out his Liſe unto Death; 
has given the moſt terrible Proof, that ſuch is the Evil 
of Sin, and God's Hatred at it, that it is altogether im. 
ſſible he ſhould paſs by any the leaſt Sin unpuniſhed : 
I be could do it for any, he would have done it ſor his 
only Son ; but he ſpared him not, when he was made Sin 
or us! es 7 
In Chriſt crucified is clearly to be ſeen; that vindictive 
Juſtice is eſſential to God. They who lay the Neceſſity 
of Satisfaction merely upon a free Act of the Divine 
Will, leave no juſt Foundation for the Death of Chrilt 
They look upon his Juſtice as that which God may ei- 
ther exerciſe or forbear, and make it not a Property of 
his Nature, but merely a free Act of his Will; never re- 
flecting, that a Will to puniſh, where One may do other- 
wiſe without Injuſtice, is rather an IIl- will than Juſtice. 
— pon in that God ſpared not his only Son, nor 
wo * of any Atonement but in his Blood, Ya. 
40. 6, 7. Heb, 10. 5,—10. he has abundantly mani- 
feited, that it was abſolutely neceſſary for him; His glo- 
rious Holineſs and Righteouſneſs __ it, that he 
ſhould render Indignation and Wrath to Sin, Rom. 
In Chriſt crucified the pardoning Grace and Mercy 
of God are only to be ſeen : For pardoning Grace and 
Mercy is nothing elle, but God's free gracious Accep- 
tance of Sinners upon Satisfaction made to his — > 
nor is any Diſcovery of them, without Satisfaction to 
Juſtice, conſiſtent with the Divine Glory. What Diſ- 
coveries of theſe: can be made by ſinful Man's natural 
Reaſon, is evident in Adam after his Fall; he could fee 
no Reſerves of Grace or Mercy in God for him, he had 
no Notion of it, but vainly fled and hid himſelf; Ger. 
3. 8. But, to ſee the Lord Chriſt, the Brightneſs of 
the Father's Glory, always infinitely beloved of the Fa- 
ther, hanging upon the curſed Tree of the Crofs, with 
the Earth trembling under him, as unable to bear his 
Weight; and the Heavens darkned over him, as if ſhut 


againſt his woful Cry, 9 my God, Why haſt rhou 


4. 4 
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Forſaken me? and all, becauſe our Sins did meet upon 
him, JJ. 53. C. this is an eftectual Demonſtration .of- 
pardoning Grace and Mercy; now may we know that 
loves us, in that he has not withheld his own only 
beloved bleſſed Son from us: Here, or no where, it is to 
be learned; in this was manifeſted: tbe Love of God, 
becauſe God ſent his only begotten: Son into the World, 

hat we might live through him, 1 John 4. 94. 

In Chriſt crucified is clearly diſcovered, how) guilty 5 


* 


Men obtain Reconciliation with God, Peace and R 
When God fixes an Apprehenſion of his Diſpleaſure in 
the Soul for: Sin and Apoſtaſy, if it is not too late, it 
will cauſe Men look out for Relief, and cry, Nhat ſpall 
'2ve 40? This Relief is only to be found in the Death 
and Mediation of Chriſt: He has taken out of the Way 
the Cauſe of: Enmity between God and us, Sin and the 
Curſe of the Law, and made Peace for us by the Blood 
of his own Croſs, Epb. 2. 14, 15. He has attoned h- 
wah, fo that he is now in Chriſt, reconciling the World 
to himſelf; and he ſlays the Enmity on our. Part, ſo as 
that we accept of the Peace made and tendered; and by 
our Lord Jeſus do receive the Atanement, Nom. 5. 1. 
In fine, in Chriſt crucified is clearly ſeen, how. weak and 
corrupt Creatures may be made holy and like to God, 
and enabled to walk with God in the Beauties of Holi- 
neſs: His Blood alone, who through the,eternal Spirit 
offered bimſeif wit haut Spot to God, can purge our 
Hearts ans (Conference from dead Works, to ſerve the 
diving Gad, Heb. 9. 14. Of bis Fulneſs wwe receive 
Grace for Grace, John 1. 16. He 4s of God made roms 
 Sariftification, 1 Cor. 1: 30. and gives us the Spirit 
of Life and of Power, to bear us.upas on Eagles Wings, 
iwiftly, ſafely and ſtrongly, in the Paths of Obedience; 
T can do all Things through Chriſt ſtrengthning me. 


A 


Thus all the Beauty, Symmetry and Harmony of di- 
vine Truths is from Chriſt, who, as a living Spirit 
diffuſed throꝰ the whole Syſtem, both acts and animates 
it. Hence the Spirit of God, leading à poor. Soul in 


— * 


the Miniſtty of the Goſpel to Chriſt and his Salvation, 
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f tor then alone is the 


is ſaid to 2d into 'all BER 5 
Mind irradiated and affected with the Light, Efficacy 
and Power of eavenl Truth „When it IS received as 
proceeding from, and leading to, the Son of Righteoul- 
neſs, that bleſſed Spring and Maſs of all ſpiritual Light 
and Truth, even Chriſt, from whom all divine Truths 


< 


rive their very Senſe and Meaning. Now, what Me- 
thod could be ſo eftectual to recover ele& Sinners from 

the Miſeries of the Fall, as a plain and faithful Repre- 

ſentation ot Chriſt crucified ? What can be more likely 
to break our Hearts for Sin, fix our Hatred and Dete- 
ation againſt it, and engage us to univerſal Holineſs of 
Heart and Life, than to ſee Zehovah, in the fame ſtupen- 
dious Sacrifice, declaring his inflexible Reſpe& to Ju- 


ſtice, and eternal Delight in Mercy? transferring dur 


Sin upon his holy Child Jeſus, that he might puniſn Sin, 
and 3 us Sinners; {atisfy his infinite Love to Man, 
and his infinite Juſtice for Man! When by Faith we be⸗ 

hold a crucifie Jeſus, can we but ne at the Seve- 

rity of God's Juſtice, and regrete and hate thoſe Sins 
which occaſioned his Sorrows ? When we are told, That 
by his Stripes we are healed, can we forbear to love 
him, who firſt loved us? Shall we not live to him, who 
died for us? Can we have the Heart to crheify him afreſh? 

Shall we not make his Righteouſneſs our Confidence, 

his Life our Pattern, and his Bleſſings our Portion and 

Choice? ſubmit to all the Influences of his Grace and 

Government, and yield an anſwerable Compliance in 

our Aﬀections and Actions? This is an infinitely more 

conſiſtent and effectual Method to reform and fave ſinſul 

Men, than any, than all the Schemes which the wileſt 

of the ancient Philoſophers ever did, or the molt ſuhtile 

modern Unbelievers can, invent or contre! 


Secoudly, The Preaching of Chrilt is the great and 


bleſſed Mean conſtituted by God for converting periſh- 


ing Sinners, and building them up in Holineſs. The 


Recovery of fallen Creatures from Sin and Miſery, ta 
Holineſs and Happineſs, is the immediate Deſign of the 
Goſpel, 1 Tim. 1. 15. The End why Men are ſent ta 


preach the everlaſting on” is, that they may N 
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os Eyes of Sinners, and turn them from Dathkneſs to, 
Light, and from be Power of Satan to God ; teach 
 #hem to deny Ungoalineſs and worldly Luſts, and to live 
foberly, righteouſly and god, in this preſent evil 
World; bring them to the Faith of Chriſt, to the Imi- 
tation of him, and to Communion with Him here and 
hereafter. And,if they would attain this End, they muſt 
preach Chriſt ; for Chriſt crucified held forth in the Go- 
ſpel-Diſpenſation, is the powerful Mean, whereby God - 
in his Wiſdom effectually faves thoſe whe are ordained 
to eternal Life. This is the Scheme which God has 
pitched upon to reform and ſave Mankind, and he ſeems 
in Honour concerned to crown it with greater Succefs- 
Gin any other Way whatever. 
* Who have been honoured to convert moſt Souls to 
_ God? I believe, never any converted ſo many to God as 
-- the Apoſtle Paul. Well, What Means did he uſe? He 
.- preached Chriſt crucified ; Chriſt reigned in his Heart, 
- and triumphed in all his Diſcourſes. He told the People 
plainly, That that Jeſus, aubo was crucified at . 
was the Sons of Goa, and Saviour of Men, Goa mani- 
Feſted in the Fleſh ; and that all who would be ſaved 
auſt believe with the Heart, and confeſs with the 
Mouth, that Fefus is the Son of God; turn from all 
their Sins, deny Ungoalineſ and worldly Luſts, and 
| tive, not without Law to God, but under the Law to 
. Chriſt. This Doctrine needed no artificial Dreſs, it 
. one forth with the greateſt Majeſty in its own Light, 
and prevailed in the World by its divine Authority, and 
1 of the holy Spirit, without any human 
elps. ws 3 
And, in the Nature of the Thing, nothing could be 


ſo proper for that End, as an evident Declaration and 
Repr Notation of Chriſt, in preaching the Goſpel. 


due Mixture of Greatnefs, and Goodneſs or Grace, is the 


moſt powerful Attractive of the Affections; hence God, 
Pho 15 infinitely great and good, is the ultimate Object 
of them. Now, in the Perſon of Chriſt, this Mixture 
is incomparably and inimitably, ſo that there is 23 
I 


in the whole Creation fit to ſhadow it our to us, R 


_ ; "Mt * ? a 4 * 


1. 5,---16. Cant. 3. 10,----16. And, is it poſſible a poop 
Soul ſhould behold this glorious excellent One, the 
rince of the Kings of the Earth, humbled into he Forms 
of a Servant; yea, a Worm, and no Man, 4eſpiſed of 
the People, ſtooping down to Death, the curſes Death 
145 Croſs, that he might pay our Debt to Jullice, 
ind waſh us from "ug ke 1 in his oF 3 9 5 
mourning, regreting and hating its Sins, and placing 
all its Hopes and Comforts in Life and Death in Chriſt ; 
cotmting all Things but Droſs for the Excellency of tha 


| Knowledge of Chriſt 840 our Lord? We ſee what a 
warm, natural, blind Devotion will be ſtirred up in the 
Paʒpiſts by their ſuperſtitious Pictures of Chriſt crucified 3 
and, if a falſe Means ſhall be effectual to 3 fall. 
Love and Devotion, ſhall not the true, proper, inſtituted 
Means of repreſenting the Glory of Chrift in the Go- 


| ſpe], be effectual to beget Faith in Souls, and make them | 


conſtant in Faith and Obedience? Hence, the Apoſtle 
wonders that the Galatians ſhould depart from th 
Truth, after that Feſus Chriſt had been evidently bels © 
orth crucifies among them, Gal. 3. 1. And, if we 
wo or obſcure this Part of the Goſpel, we can ex- 
pect but very little Succeſs, in the Nature of Things; 
nay, we may fear God's Honour is concerned, in ſuch 4 
Caſe, to blaſt us and leave us to labour in vain. Our 
cheerful Progreſs and Succeſs, in our Work, depends 
upon the Influence and Operation of the Spirit diſpenſed 
by Chriſt ; but, if we leave his Perſon, his Offices, his 
Grace and his Goſpel out of our Diſcourſes, or give but 
a 2 flight and caſual Hint at thoſe glorious Subjects that 
ought to be our daily Theme; if we fay little more 
than what the Light of Nature ſuggeſts and authorizes, | 
and ſcarce diſtinguiſh ourſelves from the moral Philolo- 
phers of the Gentiles, What Reaſon can we have to ex- 
pect the Preſence and Influence of the Spirit of Chriſt 2 
Thirdly, This Method of ſaving Sinners, is every 
Way becoming the Majeſty of God, and the Condition 
of his Creatures. The immenſe Grace and unſeatchable 
- Wiſdom of God are 28 diſplayed in taking 
Occaſion, from che Sin and Fall of Man, to bring mow 


| * ; T4 | 46 \) | E AE 

Glory to God, and to raiſe Man to a more excellent 
State! This is God's Signature e all heavenly Do- 
n a direct Tendency to promote his 
Slory, and the real Benefit of reaſonable Creatures; 
Thus the Way of Salvation by Jeſus Chriſt is molt fit, 
à to reconcile God to Man, by ſecuring the Honour of 
his Laws and Government; ſo to reconcile Man to 
Sod, by encouraging his Hope. Till this be effected, he 
can never be happy in Communion with God; for that 
is nothing elſe but the mutual Exerciſe of Love between 
God and the Soul: Now, nothing can repreſent God 
aSamiable to a guilty Creature, but his Love and pardo- 
ning Grace. Whilf there are Apptchenſions of inexora- 
ble Severity, there will be wretched Thoughts of Enmi- 
ty and Hoſtility burning in the Breaſt againſt God. 
What Doctrine could ever have been fo admirably fit- 

- ted; in all ReſpeRs, to promote all the great Ends of true 
+ Religion, as that of the Tncarnation of the Son of God? 
He ſtooped from the Height of his Glory, that we 
might With humble Confidence, lay hold on his Mer- 


= 2 He extinguiſhes our Enmity, and conquers our 


ars, by giving us the moſt undoubted and convincing 
Evidence of his Affections! Which Way could Men 
have been filled with ſo deep a Senſe of the Mercy and 
Love of God towards them, and have been inſtructed 
in all divine Truths, in a Method ſo well accommodated 
to their preſent Infirmities, as by God's ſending his only 
begotten Son, to take upon him our Nature, and there. 
in to reveal the Father and his Will to Mankind? John 
1. 18. How could the Honour and Authority of the 
divine Laws have been ſo effectually vindicated, and, at 


* | the ſame Time, fo ſatisfactory an Aſſurance of Pardon 


and Acceptance with God, be given to Men, as by this 
Method of the Son of God giving himſelf a Sacrifice, to 
fatisfy the divine Juſtice for our Sins, and to bring us to 
God ? Had we been recovered upon eaſier Terms, the 
Evil of Sin, and Diſobedience to God's Laws, would 
have been leſſened in our Eſteem: And there can be 
no ſuch Security, that God is ready to pardon, as the 
giving his Son to be our Atonement! This Argument is 

4%. : „ Power» 
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powerſul enough to overcome 
= What could have been fo glorious a Maniſeſtation of 
the Mercy and Compaſſion of God, and, at the ſame 
Time, ſo powerful a Means to check the Preſumption-of 


Mankind, and diſcourage them from repeating their 
Tranſgreſſions, to give them a deep Senſe of the hai 
nous Nature of Sin, and of God's infinite Hatred and 
utter Irreconcileableneſs to it, and to convince them of 
the Excellency and Importance of the divine Laws, and 
the indifpenfible Neceſſity of maintaining an univerſal Re- 
ſpect to all and every one of God's Commandments,. as 
this Expedient of ſaving Sinners by the Sufferings and 
Death of the Son of God, and by eſtabliſhing a new 
and gracious: Covenant with them, in and through him? 
Who would not be ſtruck with Horrorat the Thoughts 
of that Poiſon' of our Natures, which required ſueh a 
dreadful Cure? Can the Benefits we have received in fo 
coftly a Way, be ever ſufficiently magnified by us? 
What can ſo powerfully inflame our Love to God, as 
this admirable Expreſſion of his Love to us, in that,with 
the moſt precious Blood of his Son, he ranſomed us from 
Hell? How does it endear Obedience to the holy, juſt and 
good Law, that God has ſacrificed his own Son, to keep 
us from Diſobedience and Hoſtility? The Grace of the 
Goſpel is ſo far from indulging Sin, that it gives it the 
moſt deadly Wound! The Law of Faith brings us to 
ſubmit to the Redeemer's righteous Sceptre, as well as 
to rely intirely upon his merirorious Sacrifice. 
How could Men be fo well encouraged to be holy and 
religious, as by having ſuch a Mediator, Advocate and 
Interceſſor for them with the Father; who gives them 
his Spirit to renew them throughout in Soul and Body, 
to dwell in them, and to be in them an effectual Prin- 
ciple of a heavenly and divine Life? In fine, What 
ſtronger or more powerful Motives could poſſibly be 
contrived to perſwade Men to live ſoberly, righteouſly 
and godlily, than the clear Diſcovery made in "AS" )- 
I, that hereby we 1 Glory to our heavenly Fa- 


10 
cher, Alen. 5. 46. and Honour to our bleſſed Redee- 


mer, 


mer, John 5. 23. ſtop the | Mouths of Adverſaries, 
1 Pex. 3. 16. overcome the Obſtinacy of unreaſonable 
Men who revile the Chriſtian Faith, x Pet. 2. 12. ſe- 
cure our own Peace, Comfort and Uſefulneſs in our Ge- 

nerations, and enjoy triumphant Evidences of true 
Grace, and aſſured Acceptance with God, in that Day, 
when our bleſſed Lord, to whom all Judgment is com- 
mitted, will paſs a dreadful Sentence upon the impeni. 
tent Tranſgreſſors of his eternal Law, and ſecure, obſti. 
nate Rejecters and Deſpiſers of his glorious Goſpel ? 
What are all the moſt beautiful Arguments of Philoſo- 
phy to the high Motives of the Goſpel? May we not 
now appeal even to the Adverſaries of the Chriſtian 
Inſtitution themſelves, whether, in the blefled Goſpel, 
chere be not a more conſiſtent, a more reaſonable, a 
more powerful and effectual Method to recover Sinners 
from that great and univerſal Guilt, Corruption and Mi- 
ſery they evidently grone under, to reform the human 
Nature, to teach Men to forſake Sin, and to lead holy 


_ and heavenly Lives, than was ever taught by any, nay, 


by all the Philoſophers in the Heathen World ; nay,than 
Was Are to have been contrived by all the Wit and 
Reaſon of Mankind ? All the Doctrines of the Goſpel, 
all its Articles of Faith, all its practical Precepts, do 
8 and plainly tend to one and the ſame great 
End, to advance the Glory of God, ſecure the Honour 
and Authority of his Laws and Government, and pro- 
mote the Holineſs, Comfort and Happineſs of all who 
comply with this Method of Salvation. Thus the di- 
vine Wiſdom has ſo ordered Matters in the Way of our 
Salvation, that, as boundleſs Mercy and inflexible Juſtice 
in God, ſo pure Holineſs and divine Conſolation, · may be 
perſectiy united in the reaſonable Creature. I proceed to 


Taft General Head, which is to make Application 
ſuitably to the preſent Solemnity. And, x. From what 
8 laid, Jet all who are called to miniſter in holy 
Things, chule Chriſt Jeſus our Lord for the great Sub- 
of their Sermons. Let us, my Fathers and Bre- 
Furen, lvelity and powerfully diſplay Jeſus Cbriſt _=_ 


W 


. 
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2nd found tes. of Chriſt in them, they have taken it 
for granted, that Men may be. very good Men, and 
go ſafely to Heaven, tho* they know little of Chriſtia- 
nity: And therefore, tho' they dwell in a Land where 
the Goſpel is profeſled, they imagine that there is ng 
you. Need that they ſhould be Chriſtians. Ah what a 
Heavy Reproach may it be to the Miniſters of Religion 
in Britain this Day, that Infidels and Heathens have 
multiplied more among us in the Space of a few. Years, 
than perhaps in any Country that bears the Name of 
Chriſtian ! And this, in too great a Mealure, through a 
woful Neglect of E the peculiar Doctrines of 
Chriſtianity ; and Metis expoſing their Lives and Mini- 
trations to Contempt, by the tao viſible Decay of their 
Piety; and Increaſe of their Ignorance of Chriſt and 
his Goſpel, 'The yery Name of preaching Chrilt is 
become à Term of Reproach and Contempt with many, 
who pretend they _ underſtand what is m_ 
| ere« 
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| thereby, unleſs it be an Engine to drive all rational 
Preaching, and fo all Morality and Honeſty, out of the 
 Werld. By theſe and the like Arts does Satan attempt 
the Ruin of the Church, as to its building on the ever- 
laſting Rock. And, whatever others may apprehend 
concerning this State of Things in the World, how any 
who love our Lord Jeſus Chrift in Sincerity, and are 
called to declare and repreſent him to Men in the Office 
of the Miniſtry, can approve themſelves faithful to him, 
and tothe Souls of Men, without endeavouring to their 
utmoſt to ſtop the Progreſs of this prevailing Declen- 
fion from the only Foundation of the Church, I know 
not, nor will it be eaſy for themſelves to declare,{ when 
the God of Glory deals with them. But this I know, 
That Chriſt faithfully preached and imitated, would 
make the Goſpel prevail over Infidelity, by its own di- 
vine Authority, and the Demonſtration of the holy Spi- 
rit, without any human Helps or Ornaments. And there- 


— more particularly, my Reverend Fathers and Bre- 
ren, 
preach Chriſt faithfully. Tis the chief 


K. Let Us 
Qualification, and greateſt Commendation of a Mini- 
ſter, That he is faithful in the Lord; faithful to his 
own Soul, and the Souls committed to hig Truſt, 1 Cop. 
4. 2. It is required iu Stewards, that a Man be fouud 
faithful. And Faithfulneſs principally conſiſts in the 
full Revelation and Declaration of the Mind and Will 
of Chriſt, by whom we are ſent, and for the Ends for 
which we are ſent ; declaring nothing in his Name, but 
what is his Mind and Will ; keeping back nothing from 
Men, nor ſhuning to declare the whole Counſel of 
God, Acts 20. 27. but going through the Variety of 
Goſpel-Subjects, the ſublime Doctrines of Grace, 
the exceeding great and precious Promiſes, the awful 
Threatnings of the Lamb's Wrath, and holy Duties of 
Chriſtian Morality, giving each its due Proportion. 
To preach Obedience and good Works, is a Duty great- 


ly incumbent on Miniſters ; yet no Man, but he that is 

in Chriſt, can be found in his Duty; and there- 

fore it is impoſſible to preach Chuiſtian-Morality aright, 
| Mithout 
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8 without e If Chriſt, as A Savior of 


poor Sinners, ully preached, and truly received, 
— Works will be carefaly maintained, Tit. 3. 8. We 


ought ſo to manage the Doctrines of Grace, as that it 
may 1 they have a ſacred, powerful Ten- 
deny and Influence to inforce Duty, and make Men like 
| To preach unrevealed or trivial Things, impertinent 
to the Perfeftion and Salvation of Souls, is directly con- 
trary to the End of our Office; and to preſs the Du- 
ties of the Chriſtian-Life, only with ſuch Arguments as 
the Light of Nature ſuggeſts and authoriſes, is to for- 
| feit our Claim to the Title of Preachers of Chrilt. 
There are many Things in themſelves true, which 
Goſpel-Miniſters have no Commiſſion to preach : "Tis 
not their Buſineſs to make Men Philoſophers, Mathe- 
maticians or Mechanicks, but Chriſtians, inſtructin 
them to live by Faith in the Son of God, and to w 
even as he walked. The Tenor of their Commiſſion is, ; 
Go teach all Nations to obſerve all Things what[oever | 
T have commanded you, Mat. 28. 20. We muſt not 
mix our own Notions and Inventions with the Doctrines 
and Inſtitutions of Chriſt, but diſpenſe the Goſpel as ö 
we have received it from the Lord, aiming to „ „ |. 
ourſelves to. him, in whoſe Sight we ever act and k. 
If we are thus faithful, we ſhall be accepted of Chriſt, | 


whatever our Succeſs be. We are, if faithful unto God, 

a ſweet Savour of Chriſt in them that are ſaved and them 
that periſh, and ſhall aſſuredly receive the folemn Ap- i 
plauſe of Heaven, Vell done, good aud fairhful Ser-. 
Danis. : | 4 | = 

2, Let us preach Chriſt with holy Sincerity : This is 4 
abſolutely neceſſary to fave ourſelves, and moſt uſeful to 
fave others. Tis not enough that the Strain of our 
Preaching is adapted to the true Deſign of the Goſpel, 
but we mult at Heart ſincerely intend it; otherwiſe, tho 
our Diſcourſes be unexceptionable, if our Deſigns be 
wrong and baſe, tho* others may be ſaved by our Mini- 
ſtry, we ſhall be Caſt-aways. Let Men flatter them- 
Elves how they pleate, it will ere long appear, thar 
| | G 2 withoue 


Chriſt : Whatever natural or acquired Parts fuct 


Preacher invites the Careleſne 


Sit Regeneration, 15 is no Commiſſion from 
Chriſt to preach the Goſpel ; For amo be Wicked God 
faith (and all the Unconverted are ſuch.) What haſt thou 
10 40 fo declare my Statutes,or that thou ſhouldft take iny 


Covenant in thy Month ? Plal. 50. 16. God requires the 
Heart, and without it there is Reaſon to fear the Ser- 
mons of Men will be often without Profit to the Hear- 
ers. All the Unregenerate have no other Spirit but that 
of Unbelief, and it ſeems very improbable that any 
ould preach the Faith of the Goſpel. in the Spirit of 
Unbelief. The Nature, the Cauſes, the Difficulties, 
the Supports, the Hindrances, the Encouragemeits, 
the Excellency, and End of the Faith of God's Elect, 
a Man who walks in the Spirit of Unbelief knows no- 
ing of, he has no Fellowſhip with the 1 of 

h Per- 
lons may have, they are like to make but poor Goſpel- 
Preachers. How can they preach the Grace of Chriſt, 
Who never taſted that our Lord is gracious? How can 
they preach the Work of the Spirit in Converſion, 


n 
Janctification, or Conſolation, who never experienced 


Bis gracious Operations? How can they open the Na- 
ture of Faith, who never believed? How can they in- 
force all Duties, with Motives reſpecting the glorious Per- 
fon of Chriſt, the Life, Soul and Glory of the Chriſti- 


an Religion, who never felt the Love of Jeſus con- | 
ſtraining them? What can we expect from ſuch, but 


chat which, more or leſs, directly or indirectly, oppoſes 


0 
the everlaſting Love and Grace of God, the glorious 


Perſon and Fulneſs of Chriſt, and the Eternal Spirit, and 
his ſpecial Work as Sanctifier and Comforter of the 
Chriſtian Church! Unhappy is the Man who has no 
Cordial Senſe of divine Truths; he only lends his Tongue 
in the holy Service, like a Reciter in a Scene. If there be 
no Spark of celeſtial Fire in the Miniſter's Breaſt, if he 


does not value the Conſequence of divine Truths, he 


aks of them without a deep Concern ; and a cold 
5 and Inattention of the 


Hearers, and the Sermon is loſt in the Air, between the 
Lips of the one and the Ears of the other. But he who 


— — 
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who lives by that Faith which is the Evidence of 'Things 
not ſeen, he ſpeaks from the Heart to the Heart; he 
ſpeaks of unſeen eternal Glories with much Aſſurance, 
as an Eye-witneſs, and in a lively Manner, Faith having 
iven them a Subſiſtence in his own Soul; the Love 
Feſus reigns in his Heart, it burns in his Bteaſt, and 
with it he inflames others: Ble/ſed is that Servant 
whom, when his Lord comes, he ſpall find ſo doing. 
8.85 Let us preach Chriſt diligently, imploying the ut- 
moſt Induſtry in ſtudying Go 1 arr, in their Rela» 
tion to, and Dependence on, Chriſt ; in diſcovering the 
Wiles of Satan, the Danger poor Souls are in, and in 
preſſing heavy-leaden Sinners to come to Chriſt, In 
thus preaching Chriſt, Neceſſity is laid upon us; yeds 
Wo is unto us, if we Preach not the Code, x Cor. 9. 
16. What earneſt and repeated Calls are neceſſary ta 
awaken Sinners ſunk in ſtupid carnal Security, and to 
erſwade them to repent, believe, and live a holy Life £ 
And, when the Work of Grace is began what Dili» 
gence is requiſite to raiſe it to Perfection How does the 
malicious Enemy of Souls inceſſantly ſtrive, by Millions 
of Temptations, to blaſt our Endeavours ! The Heart 
of Man is of a Nature hard as Marble, and fluid as 
Water; heavenly Impreſſions are with Difficulty made 
in it, and eafily defaced. When, with many fervent 


33 1 and warm Exhortations, the Heart is ſoſtned, 
an 


and the Image of Chriſt in a Day of Power is drawn in 
it, without continually purſuing the Work, how ſoon 
are theſe bleſſed Beginnings much ſpoiled, and carnal 


Luſts lead Captive again! The folemn Adjuration of 


the Apoſtle to Timothy ſhould excite Miniſters with 
the moſt watchful Care ard Diligence to actend this 
Work, 2 Tim. 4. 1. I charge thee therefore before God, 


and the Lord Feſus, who ſpall judge the Quick and 


the Dead at his Appearing, and his Kingdom, preach 
the Wora, be inſtant in 1 * and out of Seaſon, 
What Opiates can ſtupify the Conſciences of idle Mini- 
ters, ſo as not to be awakned by theſe ardent Expreſſi- 
ons? How can they appear before the moſt high and 

F e 1 
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everlaſting Judge ? What will be a ſufficient Defence 
before his enlightned Tribunal? Let Paul be our ex- 
cellent Pattern in this ſpiritual Work, who fays, We 
preach Chriſt, warning every Man, and teaching every 
Man in all Wiſdom, that we preſent every Man perfect 
in Ehrift Feſus. "Tis a Work of no ſmall Difficulty, 
to carry on the Victories of the Redeemet's Croſs over 
the Powers of Darkneſs ; but the Converſion of Man 
is not wrought by Man, but by the effectual Workin 
of the holy Spirit. Let us therefore faithfully and dili- 
gently ſet about this Work,with Zeal for the Redeemer's 
„ With fervent Love to Chriſt 332 immor- 
tal Souls, and, ſenſible of our own Inſufficiency, hum- 
bly and continually pleading, That the God of all Grace 
may reveal his glorious Arm, and give Life and Efficacy 
to his own Word, for converting and ſaving Souls. May 
the bleſſed Spirit of God teach thoſe who are in this ſa- 
cred Office, this holy Skill of winning Souls; may he 
awaken us all to ſee what may be mended in our Mi- 
niſtrations, and enable us to publiſh the Goſpel of 
our Lord Chriſt with more illuſtrious and divine Succeſs! 
Secondly, From what has been ſaid, ſufter me to be- 

ſeech and exhort all who name the Name of Chriſt, un- 
weariedly to attend upon the Preaching of Chriſt Jeſus 
the Lord, more of, and acquieſce in Chriſt, as he is 
proclaimed, publiſhed and offered in the Goſpel, for Life, 
Righteouſels, Holineſs, and eternal Salvation ; and de- 


Vote, ſeparate and apply yourſelves entirely to the moſt 


feet and tranſcendent Study of Chriſt, whom we 
2 If Chriſt muſt be the Matter and Manner, the 

ginning and End, the All and in all of our Preach- 
ing; Oh then let your Spirits be ſo intent upon this 
glorious Subject, Chriſt, in whom are hid all the Trea- 
fares of Wiſdom and Knowledge, that ye may grow in 
Grace, and in the Knowleage of our Lord and Saviour 
Feſus Chriſt. With open Face behold in the Glaſs of 
the Goſpel the Glory of Chriſt Zeſus the Lord, till ye be 
changed into the ſame Image, from Glory to Glory, as 

by the Spirit of the Lord, 


Ft 


23 2 5 
5 4 - Ps os  þ 4 2 PE "> | 9 * 4 1 92 wy WE "> 
T7 . P 4 7 "SY ES; Wd a 
* if A” t 82 9 2 
* * q "Jo 


It is exceedingly to be lamented, that the Studies, A. 1 


bilities, the Time and Vigour of many Men of excellent 


* 


ities and Learning, ſhould be entirely em 7 
and waſted about the Works of Nature, while they. 
| heh ew neglect, if not deſpiſe, all ſerious Enquiriesin-* 
to ſpiritual and heavenly Myſteries | Alas, a Glow-worm* 
bears a greater Proportion to the Sun in its ſtrongeſt. 
Luſtre, than all that Power and Wiſdom which ſhines —<* 
In the greateſt Works of Nature, to the Glory diſplayed 
in this Myſtery of God manifeſt in the Fleſh ! A little 
Time will put an End to the whole Subject of their En- 
iries, with all the Concern of God and Men in them 
Gr ever | God manifeſt in the Fleſh, is that alone which 
— Hills up the Admiration, Praiſe and Adoration of Eterrii- 
ty; and, tho' now with ſome it be as nothing, yet it will 
rtly be all, to the holy Inhabitants of the upper and 
better World. But, is it not much more to be lamented, 
that many, who are called Chriſtians, ſhould utterly ne- 
le& and deſpiſe theſe Myſteries ? God manifeſt in the 
leſh, is the — of the Chriſtian Religion; and how 
can Chriſtians ſatisfy themſelves with a ſuperficial Know - 
ledge of this glorious Myſtery? The Prophets of old en- 1 
uired into it with all Diligence, tho they had not the k 


ght to diſcern it by that we have. And ought we not 

to fear, leſt our Sloth, in'the Beams of the Sun, ſhould ö 
be condemned by their Diligence in the Twilight ? Men { 

_ deſpiſe the Study of Chriſt, and the Myſtery of God in |! 
him ; but the Angels, far better Judges, and of a deeper n 


Underſtanding, ſtoop down to look into it with awful At- 
tention and Admiration, tho' their Concern in this glo« 
rious Myſtery is not equal to ours: But Prophets were 

Prophets, and Angels are Angels; but we are an evil and | 
RE Generation of backſliding Sinners, who are | 

ittle concerned for our Redeemer's Glory, or our own | 
Duty ! God has, in his righteous Indignation, evidently | 
given up many in theſe Lands to horrible Deluſions a- | 
bout the glorious Myſtery of a God manifeſted in the 

Fleſh! Bur ye, Beloved, building yourſelves up in your 
moſt holy Faith, and praying in the Holy Ghoſt, keep 
yourſefves in the Love of Goa, looking for the Mercy 
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3 Excellency, #5 Not to receive it with 


phe than the Hell of the ande Bm. 


pans but Chriſt in you; and your putting on Chriſt 
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x 2. Revelation of this aſtoniſhing Way of = 


we are fo ſtupid. and wicked, gsf fe is 


that Fai 
and Obedience which is due to it; What Co Conten is - 
this of that infinite Wiſdom which contrived it 3 
horrible Deſpite to the moſt high God, as if he had been 
employed oh Eternity about a Matter of no Moment, 

thR deſerves not our ſerious Conſideration and Ac- 
ceptance ?. The Neglect of it will juſtly bring a more {e+ 


thens, who are Strangers to ſupernatural Myſteries ! Aud 
therefore, Chriſtians, I beſeech you by the Mercies of 
God, that ye put on Chriſt —— we preach, and 


walk i in him, makiug 10 Ro gt for the Flap to ful- 


#. the. Luſts thereof World ſee, that the 
reaching of Crit 1s the lecke Scheme which is con- 
trived to deſtroy the Works of the Devil, To teach Men 


id deny Ungadlineſs and word Tuſts, and to wall ho- 


neftly as in the Day, not in Ricting aud. eennefs 
mor. in Chambering and Wantonneſi, not in Strife a 
Envy. It is not only Chriſt without you that we 


Faith, and walking in him with a holy Heart and Life. 


N the World, by your holy, ſober and righteous 


Converſations, that they who believe, will be moſt care- 


ful to maintain good Works; and that they who fit un- 


der the plain and faithful Prea hing of Chriſt, are gene- 
10 more lively and zealous, more penitent and oly, 
more charitable and merciful, more judicious and intelli 


gent, more ready to every good Word and Work, 


more devout and heavenly-minded, than thoſe who hear 
leſs of Chriſt and the Goſpel : This will witneſs the 
of of our Lord's Grace, and the Truth and Divint- 

of his everlaſting Goſpe I, far beyond all reaſonable 
edition or Doubt. = the Lord give Teſtimo- 
ny to the Word of his 1. 2 and to = Father, Son 
and holy Spirit, thas C One moſt High and glorious God, 


| Whom we adore, be ev Honour and Glory. 
Amen. PT A N BE 
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